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European Media Encounter:

Media, Intercultural Dialogue & Fight against Discrimination - 
Cross-Reports from Turkey


	VENUE & Dates


	Istanbul (Turkey) - 29 November 2010 – 2 December 2010 


	background

 
	Today in Europe, discrimination is a crime. And yet various European and national reports show that discrimination continues to be commonplace and that the victims, or potential victims, are relatively uninformed about their rights. Accordingly, the Speak out against discrimination campaign in conjunction with the Intercultural Cities programme – a joint action of the Council of Europe and the European Commission - seeks to promote the production and dissemination of a quality and professional information that will have to highlight two specific points:

1  the general prohibition of discrimination (“Discrimination is a crime”); information targeting public opinion in general, to be developed in conjunction with the media (mainstream and ethnic & diversity media) and their professionals,

2 the mechanisms for protecting and defending the rights of victims of discrimination: this information is intended for victims or potential victims and is to be developed in conjunction with the ethnic & diversity media and their professionals.

The proposed initiative endorses the main principles of the White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue adopted in May 2008 by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. Following its main recommendations, the Speak out against discrimination Campaign of the Council of Europe organised production-oriented regular media encounters (Seville, April 2009, Bari, December 2009, Odessa, May 2010, Novi Sad, October 2010).


	Objectives

 
	To encourage, by organising a European media encounter in Istanbul (Turkey) local, national or European pairings of media professionals with a view to co-produce and co-disseminate high-quality and professional written or audiovisual media reports on intercultural practices and their impact on the fight against discrimination in Europe, at national and local level.

To raise awareness among media professionals, via their own co-production and co-distribution ventures, of possible innovatory practices in media coverage of intercultural reality and its impact on the fight against discrimination in Europe, at national and local level.

To contribute to the development of local, national and European networks of media professionals for high-quality and professional media coverage of intercultural reality and its impact on the fight against discrimination in Europe.



	Content

 
	Organisation of a European media encounter on professional and journalistic practices aiming at producing and disseminating or broadcasting media reports offering different perspectives on intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination, focusing more particularly on how a media intercultural production can contribute to reduce prejudices and to fight against discrimination.

The media encounter will focus on professional practices. Participants will therefore be asked to produce, by pair or trio, a report offering different perspectives on the above-mentioned topics. The way the subjects dealt with are treated in these reports must reflect their local, national and European dimensions. Based on practical production activity, the meeting should give media professionals a better understanding of the benefits that everyone can derive from the formation of partnerships at local, national and European level between media professionals to promote intercultural dialogue and combat discrimination. Lastly, under partnership agreements established with different media, these reports will have to be published or broadcast at local or even national level in the European countries involved in the initiative. As well as permitting comparison of professional practices, the purpose of the meeting is to enable public opinion to see and hear a different way of expressing the diversity that exists in European societies.

In addition to the media professionals involved in the initiative, the programme will include a session open to the national press at which the reports and the conclusions of the meeting will be presented, in order to ensure coverage of the broad issues involved in intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination, which are addressed in this initiative.



	Profile of participants


	80 participants, including 20 journalism students: 40 (10 journalism students) from Turkey and 40 (10 journalism students) from other CoE member states

Media contacted in Turkey and possible participants from: TRT, Haber Turk, TV8, NTV, Radikal, Acik Radio, Taraf, Hurriyet, Vatan, Zaman, Apoyevmatini, Salom, IHO, AGOS, Jamank, SuTV, Bianet…

European Media: Call for interest to be sent beginning of July 2010 

Participants have to commit to produce a media report with another European colleague and to disseminate or broadcast this media report in their own media or any media of their choice.



	Provisional Programme
	Day 1 - Late afternoon - Delegations arrive

6.00pm Opening Ceremony 

            Opening Dinner 

Day 2

1h        Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

            Introduction to the meeting

2h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Media speed-dating! – Contacts and projects fair 

1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Formation of groups 

Selection of duos or trios, subjects and treatment methods

1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Validation of choices

1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Completion and presentation of outline reports

Day 3

All day Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Production by the 40 duos or trios of their reports
Day 4

1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Initial presentation of the reports and selection of 2 per group

2h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Presentation and discussion of selected reports
Session open to the national and local press – Coverage of the meeting
1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Conclusions and future prospects

18.00    Closing Ceremony 
20.00    Closing Dinner


	output


	40 reports (10 press, 10 radio, 10 television and 10 multimedia) co-produced by 40  pairs of journalists and so disseminated in 80 different media supports
Publication of a journalistic booklet setting out the main results and key conclusions of the meeting and offering an analysis of the exchange dynamics and practices of the co-production teams.

Reports stemming from the media coverage of the Council of Europe encounter on the broad issues associated with intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination in Turkey and more generally in Europe.



	expected results


	Suggestions for future co-production projects at local, national or European level to promote intercultural dialogue and action against discrimination

Permanent dialogue and exchange between media professionals, at local, national and European level

Enrichment of professional practices in the sense of a greater awareness of intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination in Europe, through comparison of the lessons learnt from different experiences
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