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From multicultural perspectives to intercultural dialogue

An Initiative for Crossing Media Practices


	VENUE & Dates

	Novi Sad / Subotica (Serbia)

5-8 October 2010 or 12-15 October 2010 (dates to be confirmed) 


	background
 
	Today in Europe, discrimination is a crime. And yet various European and national reports show that discrimination continues to be commonplace and that the victims, or potential victims, are relatively uninformed about their rights. Accordingly, the Speak out against discrimination campaign in conjunction with the Intercultural Cities programme – a joint action of the Council of Europe and the European Commission - seeks to promote the production and dissemination of a quality and professional information that will have to highlight two specific points:

1  the general prohibition of discrimination (“Discrimination is a crime”); information targeting public opinion in general, to be developed in conjunction with the media (mainstream and ethnic & diversity media) and their professionals,

2 the mechanisms for protecting and defending the rights of victims of discrimination: this information is intended for victims or potential victims and is to be developed in conjunction with the ethnic & diversity media and their professionals.

In Europe, ethnic & diversity media tend to produce and disseminate information for their own community, in particular on issues linked to integration, discrimination… In this sense, they contribute to strengthen knowledge of their public on their rights and the way for protecting and defending them. 
But, often, European ethnic & diversity media focus on one community, in particular for those published in the Balkan member states of the Council of Europe. They publish in a minority language and they tend to not cover issues related to other communities, or rarely. Meanwhile, intercultural practices / dialogue can contribute to strengthen mutual understanding and to reduce prejudices and stereotypes, i.e. potential discrimination and excluding behaviours. 
By choosing to implement this initiative in both Novi Sad and Subotica (Serbia), the proposed action wants to benefit from the real multicultural environment of these cities and their multicultural media landscape. By making work together mainstream and ethnic & diversity media professionals by pair, the proposed initiative wants to support exchanges of media practices for the coverage of intercultural and discrimination issues. It is also a way for encouraging a real intercultural approach in the way mainstream but also ethnic & diversity media produce their own information. 


	Objectives
 
	To encourage, by organising a media encounter in Novi Sad (Serbia), the formation of local, national or sub-regional pairings of media professionals with a view to the co-production and co-distribution of high-quality and professional written or audiovisual reports on intercultural practices and their impact on the fight against discrimination at sub-regional, national and local level.

To raise awareness among ethnic & diversity but also mainstream media professionals, via their own co-production and co-distribution ventures, of possible innovatory practices in media coverage of intercultural reality and its impact on the fight against discrimination at sub-regional, national and local level.

To contribute to the development of local, national and sub-regional networks of ethnic & diversity media professionals for high-quality and professional media coverage of intercultural reality and its impact on the fight against discrimination in Europe.



	Content
 
	Organisation of a European media encounter on professional and journalistic practices. 

Production and publication/broadcasting of media reports offering different perspectives on intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination, focusing more particularly on how a media intercultural production can contribute to reduce prejudices and to fight against discrimination.

The media encounter will focus on professional practices. Participants will therefore be asked to produce, by pair or trio, a report offering different perspectives on the above-mentioned topics. The way the subjects dealt with are treated in these reports must reflect their local, national and sub-regional dimensions. Based on practical production activity, the meeting should give media professionals a better understanding of the benefits that everyone can derive from the formation of partnerships at local, national and sub-regional level between mainstream media professionals and their colleagues from the ethnic & diversity media for intercultural dialogue and fighting against discrimination. Lastly, under partnership agreements established with different media, these reports will have to be published or broadcast at local or even national level in the countries involved in the initiative. As well as permitting comparison of professional practices, the purpose of the meeting is to enable public opinion to see and hear different ways of expressing the diversity existing in their societies.

In addition to the media professionals involved in the initiative, the programme will include a session open to the national press at which the reports and the conclusions of the meeting will be presented, in order to ensure coverage of the broad issues involved in intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination, which are addressed in this initiative.



	CoE Partners

	CoE / EU joint programme on Intercultural Cities
CoE Bureau in Serbia



	Possible partners

	NSSJ – Novi Sad School of Journalism
NUNS – Serbian Association of Independent Journalists

Local authorities of Subotica (member of the Intercultural Cities network)


	Profile of participants


	Participants: 32 media professionals from the mainstream media as well as the ethnic & diversity media, coming from different South-eastern European countries; 10 from outside Serbia, and 22 from Serbia (10 from Novi Sad and 12 from outside Novi Sad)
Participants have to commit to produce a media report with another European colleague and to disseminate or broadcast this media report in their own media or any media of their choice.



	Priority Countries

	Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, Hungary, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, “The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, Montenegro, Turkey


	proposed schedule


	1st day - Late afternoon - Delegations arrive
7.00 pm Opening Ceremony 

             Opening Dinner 

Day 2

1h        Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

            Introduction to the meeting

2h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Media speed-dating! – Contacts and projects fair 
1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Formation of groups 

Selection of duos or trios, subjects and treatment methods

1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Validation of choices

1h30    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Completion and presentation of outline reports

Day 3

All day Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Production by the 16 duos or trios of their reports according to the previously chosen subjects and methods

Day 4

2h00    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Presentation and discussion of selected reports
Session open to the national and local press – Coverage of the meeting

1h00    Media, Intercultural Dialogue and Discrimination – Duo project

Conclusions and future prospects

12.00    Closing Session  

12.30    Lunch & Departure of Delegations 


	output


	16 reports (4  press, 4 radio, 4 television and  multimedia) co-produced by 16  pairs of journalists and so disseminated in 32 different supports from the mainstream as well as the ethnic & diversity media

Publication of a journalistic booklet setting out the main results and key conclusions of the meeting and offering an analysis of the exchange dynamics and practices developed within the co-production teams
Reports stemming from the media coverage of the Council of Europe encounter on the broad issues associated with intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination in Serbia, and more generally in the Balkans member states of the Council of Europe


	expected results


	Suggestions for future co-production projects at local, national or sub-regional level to promote intercultural dialogue and action against discrimination

Permanent dialogue and exchange between media professionals, at local, national and sub-regional level

Enrichment of professional practices in the sense of a greater awareness of intercultural dialogue and the fight against discrimination, through comparison of the lessons learnt from different experiences.
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