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The Association of Free Radio (BFR - Bundesverband Freier 

Radios) is an association of non-commercial radio broadcasting 

initiatives in Germany. Free radio stations are self-determined, 

open media, in particular for the unknown and neglected in words 

and music. The members of the Federation to operate non-

commercial, grassroots, democratic society broadcast that deals critically with the existing 

social conditions. The BFR organized the joint development (media) policy objectives of free 

radio stations and program content and broadcast forms. 

CMFE was founded in 2004 after a series of European and 

international conferences which had made clear that there is 

a lack of information and participation of the Third Media 

Sector on a European level. In 2009 CMFE has been 

admitted as observer on the Steering Committee on the Media and new Communications 

Services (CDMC) and the newly formed Group of Specialists on New Media (NC-NM) of the 

Council of Europe (CoE). CMFE is part of the International Non-Governmental Organisations 

(INGO) conference. Currently, CMFE has 23 Individual Members, 31 Organisational Members, 

of which 16 National Federations, and 19 countries are represented. 

 

 

Friederike Maier is working in community radios for nearly 15 years, 

creating radio shows, supporting the survival of servers and networks. 

She is also part of the board of  BFR (Bundeverband Freier 

Radios/Association of Free Radios) with over 30 member radios within 

Germany. 
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