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The Roma Education Fund (REF) was created in the framework of the 

Decade of Roma Inclusion in 2005. Its mission and ultimate goal is to close 

the gap in educational outcomes between Roma and non-Roma. In order to 

achieve this goal, the organization supports policies and programs which 

ensure quality education for Roma, including the desegregation of education 

systems. 

 

 

I am born from a Hungarian Roma mother and a Croatian father. We 

moved to the United States to escape the Balkan war and to have 

greater opportunities for social and economic success. I studied 

Economics at the University of California Berkeley, with a focus on 

development. I joined Roma Education Fund’s communication team to 

gain a better understanding of Roma NGO work and how it is 

communicated in government, media, and other institutions. 
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