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With the compliments of the Director General of Democracy of Political Affairs
Avec les compliments du Directeur Général de la Démocratie et des Affaires Politiques
INFORMATION NOTE 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE MINISTERS’ DEPUTIES

__________
NOTE D'INFORMATION

A L'ATTENTION DES DELEGUES DES MINISTRES
RE:
Report from the Council of Europe Field Offices and other Structures* /
July-August 2009

Rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain* / juillet-août 2009
Please find attached the Report from the Council of Europe Field Offices and other Structures for July-August 2009. 

_________________________

Veuillez trouver ci-joint le rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain pour juillet- août 2009.

Ce document n’existe qu’en anglais
* For a more complete list of activities, see the Council of Europe activities database (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD / Pour une liste plus complète des activités, voir la base de données des activités du Conseil de l’Europe (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD

Yerevan

1.
Political and Legislative developments

On 31 August, the Armenian, Turkish and Swiss Foreign Ministries issued a press release according to which the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Turkey have agreed to start internal political consultations on two protocols - the “Protocol on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations” and the “Protocol on the Development of Bilateral Relations” - which have been initiated in the course of their efforts under Swiss mediation. The two Protocols provide for a framework for the normalisation of bilateral relations within a reasonable timeframe. Political consultations should actually be completed within six weeks, and after this period, the two Protocols should be signed and submitted to the Armenian and Turkish Parliaments for ratification. According to one of the protocols, the Turkish-Armenian border should be opened within two months after ratification.
Whereas intra-parliamentarian opposition parties (Heritage, Dashnaks) expressed rather critical views, the extra-parliamentary opposition (Levon Ter-Petrossian’s Armenian National Congress (ANC)) welcomed the protocols in general, raising concerns only over the agreement to set up a committee to discuss historical issues. 

During the reporting period, the Parliamentary Ad hoc Inquiry Committee into the March 2008 Events received (after the officially given deadline of 1 July) three additional reports from two opposition-appointed members of the previously-dissolved Fact-Finding Group. The reports refer to alleged circumstances of the death of Tigran Abgaryan, a conscript with the riot police, to special measures allegedly used by the police to disperse protesters, and to the alleged involvement of some high-ranking officials and MPs in the suppression of the March 2008 riots.  

The Prosecutor's Office stated that on 27 August, the Special Investigative Service presented charges against four police officers for using violence against protesters during the 1 March 2008 events. 
According to the latest statistics published by the Court of Cassation, as at 15 August, Armenian courts had applied the provisions of the Amnesty Act adopted by Parliament on 19 June with regard to 957 criminal cases or a total of 1071 persons. 

On 1 July, Nikol Pashinyan, the fugitive editor-in-chief of the opposition Haikakan Zhamanak Daily turned himself in to the Prosecutor General's Office. On 3 July, he was remanded in custody, and charged under Article 225 I and 316 II Criminal Code, “organisation of mass disorder” and “violence against police officers”. On 27 August, the Court of Kentron and Nork-Marash Communities extended his pre-trial detention until 1 November 2009. 
Another high profile member of the opposition, the MP and businessman Khachatur Sukiasian, turned himself in on 2 September, thus quite some time after the deadline of 31 July, originally stipulated by the National Assembly’s Amnesty Act had expired. Looking at charges brought forward against him (Article 225 I Criminal Code, “organisation of mass disorder”) and the fact that he turned himself in on a voluntary basis, he was again set free on 4 September against his promise not to leave the country ahead of his trial.

A third fugitive opposition activist, Hamlet Hovhanisyan, who came out of hiding on 29 July, was released on 5 August due to a change of his measure of restriction. 
Arman Babajanian, the editor of the pro-opposition “Zhamanak” daily, who is suffering from a brain tumour, was set free on parole on 4 August. He had been arrested in June 2006 and subsequently sentenced to 3½ years in prison for forging documents to evade military service.

On 10 July, Grigor Voskerchyan [former “case of seven”] was pronounced guilty and released under the amnesty. Nevertheless, on 11 August, his lawyers filed a complaint with the Court of Appeal, demanding that the decision of the first instance court be overturned and that a complete acquittal of their defendant be pronounced. (For other verdicts pronounced for the rest of “group of seven” the Court of Appeal has already upheld the first instance decisions.) 
Finally, on 19 August, A1+ launched  a case with the Constitutional Court challenging the constitutionality of the norms based on which the Court of Cassation upheld its decisions taken in 2004 regarding the case of A1+. 

Also within the reporting period, some media and media organisations raised concerns over new regulations for accreditation of journalists with the National Assembly which were adopted on 21 August. The organisations claim that those regulations allegedly place undue limitations on journalists’ access to the National Assembly since they set up certain rules for eligibility for accreditation (e.g. that journalists will have to respect the working rules of the National Assembly and  lawful interests and dignity of Assembly deputies). 

2.
Council of Europe Action
On 8 July, the SRSG met with the Special Delegate of the German Government on Human Rights Policy and Humanitarian Aid and briefed him on the CoE activities in Armenia.

On 9 July, a mission from the CoE Directorate for Strategic Planning came to Armenia and briefed donors on the finalised bilateral assistance programme between the CoE and Armenia. Meetings were also organised with key players from the government side concerning assistance matters. 

On 10 July, the SRSG met with the Head of the Armenian Constitutional Court, G. Harutiunian,  for an exchange of views on judiciary reforms in the country. 

3.
Other Action - Co-operation and Co-ordination with Partner Organisations
During July and August, the CoE (SRSG) participated in several donor co-ordination meetings on the government drafts for a new Anti-Corruption Strategy and the corresponding 23 Action Plans for different ministries and government agencies. In a joint (mostly with EC and UNDP) exercise and in line with earlier CoE suggestions, recommendations were discussed and elaborated on how the very comprehensive documents could be reduced to a more manageable level (also taking into account certain financial constraints due to the worldwide economic crisis).

Exchanges (SRSG) were held with the OSCE (Ambassador, new OSCE Democratisation Officer) on current Armenian political developments and CoE - OSCE bilateral co-operation and with WB (visiting delegation from Washington headquarters) on judiciary reform and assistance projects concerning the Armenian judiciary. 

4.
Activities of the Information Office
Publications and translations:
Translation and summarising of articles from the print press for the daily news digest on the website under http://www.coe.am/digests.php?date=d-07-2009.
Concerning media monitoring within the reporting period , in July and August, the Armenian print and web-based media made about 1500 references to CoE.

.

The fact sheets "Europe is more than you think" were translated into Armenian.

A section on the Council of Europe was drafted for the Handbook to be used when delivering a special course on International Organisations (the project is implemented within the framework of the Co-operation Agreement with Yerevan State University in collaboration with the OSCE, EU, UN and NATO Yerevan offices).

Organisation/Participation/Co-operation: 

In July, CoE information materials (50 packs) were provided for the ‘Step Ahead Project’ funded by the EU and implemented by the Armenian Helsinki Committee and the Urban Foundation for the Training of Young Activists.

On 2 July, the IOCE participated in the discussion of a Human Rights Education Plan organised by the Armenian Constitutional Rights Centre in the UN. The “Compass” manual was promoted as a useful tool to be used for human rights training in schools.

CoE Information material (50 packs: “800 Million Europeans”, IOCE Newsletter, Trafficking Brochure, “CoE in Brief” and “CoE in the International Arena” were provided to the European Integration NGO for awareness-raising seminars in Syunik and Vayots Dzor.

On 11 August, the Political and Information Officer delivered a presentation of CoE-Armenia relations to 30 international students at EuroForum Youth Camp in Tsakhkadzor within a training series organised by the “International Centre for Human Development” NGO. 

Statistics of the IOCE office: 
a) general information/library - 13 visitors, 60 phone inquiries

b) ECtHR information - 8 persons

c) Website: www.coe.am 
In July
-     Total Hits: 64820/ Average Hits per Day: 2090/ Average Visitor per Day: 71
-     Total Page Views:  23815/ Average Page Views per Day: 768
-     Total Visitors: 2195/ Total Unique IPs: 593
-     Total Bandwidth: 1759803 KB/ Average Bandwidth/Visitor: 802 KB
In August
-     Total Hits: 62112/ Average Hits per Day: 2004/ Average Visitor per Day: 65
-     Total Page Views:  22186/ Average Page Views per Day: 716
-     Total Visitors: 2026/ Total Unique IPs: 582
-     Total Bandwidth: 1725113 KB/ Average Bandwidth/Visitor: 851 KB

Ms Silvia ZEHE 
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +374 10 54 63 22 - Fax: +374 10 54 63 19 

E-mail: silvia.zehe@coe.int

Baku
1. 
Political and legislative developments
The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict remained in the spotlight; a meeting of the Presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan (their 6th since June 2008) was held in Moscow on 17-18 July, hosted by Russian President Dmitri Medvedev. Expectations ran high before the meeting, though it was stated beforehand that no document would be signed. Discussions under the mediation of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs focused on the Madrid Basic Principles and their update. Another important development was the 2nd joint visit of a group of intellectuals to Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenia and Azerbaijan on 3 July, headed by the Ambassadors of the two countries to Russia (the first such visit took place in June 2007).

In terms of domestic developments, one of the major issues was the arrest of two known youth activists and bloggers, Emin (Milli) Abduallayev and Adnan Hajizadeh, on 8 July. The two were having dinner with friends in a restaurant when they were attacked without any grounds by two men. When attempting to report the incident to the police, instead of accepting their complaint, the police in turn arrested the two as purported perpetrators of hooliganism and opened an investigation while at the same time not putting forward any charges against the two assailants. On 10 July, a local court ordered detention on remand for 2 months in a closed hearing, upheld by the Appeal Court on 20 July, again in a closed hearing. Reaction by local and international actors was immediate and very critical. On 11 and 14 July, joint press releases by the Ministry of Interior and the Prosecutor General’s Office called for an end to what they saw as undue interference in Azerbaijan’s internal affairs by certain foreign diplomatic representations in Baku. Further court hearings took place on a complaint submitted by the two arrested concerning their alleged ill-treatment by law enforcement agents subsequent to their arrest, which was however rejected by the courts, again in closed session. The court hearing on the criminal charges per se (with a new charge of ‘intentional infliction of minor serious bodily harm’) was scheduled to begin on 4 September.

Another high-profile case was that of Novruzali Mammadov, a member of the Talysh minority and editor-in-chief of “Talishi Sado” newspaper, sentenced to ten years in prison for alleged treason. In July, reports appeared that his health condition was seriously deteriorating. He was eventually transferred to the General Hospital of the Penitentiary Service on 28 July. On 17 August, despite a number of previous interventions pressing for the necessary medical care to be provided, Mr Mammadov passed away in the prison hospital. Following a preliminary analysis, the cause of death was initially stated by the authorities to have been an acute thrombosis of cerebral veins. The Prosecutor’s Office opened an investigation into the death incident. 

Legislative developments saw the signing into law in July by the President of the most recent amendments to the law on freedom of religion adopted on 30 June, as well as the Statute of the Financial Monitoring Service. 
The mandate of the first post holder of the Ombuds institution expired on 2 July; no successor was elected by the Milli Mejlis, as no list of 3 candidates had been submitted by the President, as required by the law. In practice, the first post holder continued to act as Ombudsperson.

Important court hearings included the cassation complaint to the Supreme Court by Farhad Aliyev, former Minister of Economic Development sentenced to 10 years imprisonment, and Rafiq Aliyev, his brother and former head of AzPetrol sentenced to 9 years imprisonment, and others. Hearings were held on 2 July without the presence of the convicted. On 6 July, the Supreme Court announced its judgment rejecting the complaint, thereby upholding the previous court decisions.

Another case relates to Intigam Aliyev, Chairperson of the Legal Education Society, with a civil claim against the Collegium (Bar Association) and the Collegium’s counter-claims against Intigam Alieyv. Intigam Aliyev complained, amongst others, about his non-admission to the Collegium although he had been a licensed lawyer prior to the adoption of the new law on advocacy. The Collegium in turn complained about articles published in “Huquq” newspaper critical of the Collegium and its Chairperson, demanding refutation and compensation of 200 000 AZN. Following hearings in July, a local court on 11 August rejected the claims submitted by both sides as groundless.

New defamation judgments were issued in July in cases involving media professionals. A local court sentenced the acting editor-in-chief and a journalist of “Nota” newspaper to 3 years imprisonment on 22 July (they were however released pending appeal procedures). Another correspondent from the same newspaper was convicted for slander and sentenced to 6 months correctional work, following a complaint submitted by the chairperson of the Azadlig public movement.

In August, media reports appeared that persons having voted for Armenia at the Eurovision song contest were allegedly called up for interrogation by the Ministry of National Security (MNS). The European Broadcasting Union opened an investigation into this issue.

2. 
Council of Europe action
On 7-8 July, a DSP mission (together with DG-HL) visited Baku in order to discuss the CoE’s co-operation programme with Azerbaijan for the period 2009-2010. The mission held meetings with various ministries, ombudsman, presidential administration, international organisations and donors.
On 7-10 July, the following activities under Output 3 of the anti-corruption AZPAC Project took place: trainings for law enforcement agencies on combating money laundering and financing of terrorism.
On 8 July, the Council of Europe together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism held a conference entitled “Azerbaijan-Council of Europe cultural co-operation: opportunities and prospects”, dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the Council of Europe. Foreign diplomats, representatives of international organisations, governmental institutions and civil society attended the conference. The SRSG made a speech about the achievements of the Council of Europe over the past 60 years.
On 8-9 July, the first event of the Artists for Dialogue was organised together with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

On 4 August, the SRSG, together with the OSCE, paid a prison visit to Rafiq Aliyev (sentenced to nine years imprisonment), as well as to the hospitalised Novruzali Mammadov (Talysh linguist-scientist, editor of “Talishi Sado” newspaper), sentenced to ten years imprisonment.
On 11-13 August, DG-IV experts held a National Workshop for the launch of the Emerald Network Joint Programme in Azerbaijan. The event was organised together with Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources. The programme, which runs until the end of 2011, aims at identifying and protecting natural habitats to be part of the Emerald Network.

On 17-28 August, DG-HL organised a training course on web journalism, together with the Azerbaijan Media Centre.
On 25-28 August, the summer school of the Council of Europe Directorate of Youth and Sport was held in Baku.
In August, the Information Office published and distributed posters on the CoE anti-discrimination campaign.

3. 
Other action/co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations
On 2 July, an office representative attended a round table to discuss the defamation law organised by the Media Rights Institute.

On 2 and 6 July, the SRSG observed the hearings on the cassation complaint to the Supreme Court by, inter alia, Farhad Aliyev, former Minister of Economic Development, and his brother Rafiq Aliyev, former head of AzPetrol.

On 7 July, an office representative took part in the public forum on “Learning of Election Code improvement needs”organised by the Election Monitoring and Democracy Studies Centre (EMDS).

On 9 July and 31 August, the SRSG took part in the Human Dimension Meeting of embassies and international organisations based in Baku, hosted by the Norwegian Embassy and the OSCE, respectively.
On 15 July, the CoE Information Office in Baku was awarded a Diploma of Trust at the first national forum of the Azerbaijani women journalists.
On 22 and 31 July, the SRSG observed court hearings of Intigam Aliyev, Chairperson of the Legal Education Society, against the Bar Association with counter-claims, held at the Nasimi district court.

On 24 July, the SRSG chaired the regular meeting of the International Legal Reform Group (ILRG) with participation of OSCE, ABA RoLI, OHCHR, GTZ and the US Embassy.
On 29 July, the Baku School of Political Studies organised a round table on the issue of alleged political prisoners.

On 27 August, the SRSG participated in the election co-ordination round table hosted by the OSCE and held for the international community in Baku.

Statistics: The office translated 2 press releases and provided a local youth NGO with CoE promotional materials and publications. The office answered 214 requests by phone, including 45 from journalists and on general information on the CoE, as well as 35 requests on the ECtHR and application procedures. It further welcomed 19 visitors, including 2 scholars to establish relations with the office and 17 university students to visit the CoE library, as well as 22 persons wishing to obtain an ECtHR application form.
Ms Veronika KOTEK
Special Representative of the SG
Tel: +994 124 975 489 - Fax: +994 124 975 475
E-mail: veronika.kotek@coe.int     


Sarajevo

1.
Political and legislative developments

Zeljko Komsic takes over as Chair of BiH Presidency

On 6 July, Zeljko Komsic (Croat) took over the 8 months’ rotating Chairmanship of the BiH tri-partite Presidency. 

Prud Process

The three leaders of the Prud trojka (RS Prime Minister Milorad Dodik, HDZ leader BiH Dragan Čović and SDA leader Tihić) met in Dubrovnik during the Croatia summit (9-10 July), to talk about the possibilities of the continuation of the Prud process. A meeting was held in Sarajevo with the participation of a larger number of political leaders. Ljubic (HDZ 1990) and Halilovic (SBiH) on 16 July in Sarajevo; PDP President Ivanic and DP President Cavić promised to participate in future meetings. 
EU Visa Regime 

On 15 July, the EU decided to postpone its decision with regard to Bosnia and Herzegovina because of the delay in the implementation of the visa liberalisation roadmap, notably with regard to the issuing of biometric passports, fight against terrorism and corruption and improvement of border security. 
Attempts at Compliance with EU requirements

During a co-ordination meeting held with the EU on 16 July in Sarajevo, the authorities in BiH promised to speed up the work to fulfil EU Partnership priorities and requirements from the Roadmap for Visa Liberalisation. Concrete issues discussed included appointments to police boards, drafting of an anti-corruption law, the public procurement law currently in procedure in the BiH Parliamentary Assembly, the Revised Annex 7 Implementation Strategy and the Law on Census, Implementation of the BiH Ombudsmen Institution Law, and the need to adopt a BiH Law on Information Society. The next EU Agenda Co-ordination Meeting will be held on 9 September.

On 17 July, the Council of Ministers decided to set up a task force for devising a Strategy for the prevention and fight against terrorism for the 2009-2012 period. On 21 July, the CoM then adopted its Action Plan for fulfilling the remaining conditions from the Road Map for visa regime liberalisation and the Draft Programme of Priorities of Harmonisation in Legislation Activities for Implementation of European Partnership and Provisional Agreement. 

On 20 August, the CoM also adopted the draft law on census by majority vote.  The law, which provides for optional questions on language, religion and ethnicity, has been sent into normal parliamentary procedure. It must be adopted before 1 October, if preparations for the 2011 Europe-wide census are to start on time.

On 22 July, the BiH House of Representatives appointed members for the Independent Board and the Citizens Complaints Board, as required by the police reform laws of 2008. The appointments were confirmed by the House of Peoples on  23 July.

On 23 July, the HoP unanimously passed the Law Against Discrimination, thereby fulfilling one of the conditions for visa regime liberalisation. The BiH Public Procurement Law, also a requirement under the European Partnership, failed to be adopted because of a lack of entity majority, with all five delegates from the RS opposing.

BiH Security Minister Sadović’s dismissal creates crisis with regard to appointments

On 15 July, following a request by the SDA Board on 3 July, BiH CoM Chair Nikola Spirić decided to remove the Minister of Security, Sadović, from duty. On 28 July, the decision was backed by BiH HoR with 28 delegates supporting, 7 opposing and 3 abstaining. BH HoP also voted in favour of CoM’s decision on 30 July. The SDA then nominated the SDA vice-President, Sadik Ahmetovic, as candidate for the position of  Minister of Security. 

At the end of the reporting period however, this candidature had still not been forwarded by the CoM to the House of Representatives because of disagreements on the ethnic sharing out of other high-level positions: the Director of the Directorate of European Integration (DEI), the Director of the Indirect Taxation Authority (ITA) and the Director of the Communications Regulatory Agency (CRA). 

On 20 August, the CoM failed to reach consensus on the proposed candidates for the 3 posts mentioned above. In line with BiH Civil Service law, if the appointments are not made within 30 days after transmission of the selected candidates by the Civil Service Agency (CSA), the CSA may appoint ex-officio the first-ranked candidate from the selection process. Lidija Topic was thus appointed on 24 August, to the position of DEI Director (which has been vacant for almost a year) but resigned on 31 August, citing personal reasons. 

State Ombudsmen institution

On 6 July, the selection Committee of the HoR chose 4 candidates for the vacant third position of Ombudsman, following the resignation of the incumbent Croat member in March 2009, 3 months after having been elected to the post. The election is expected take place in September.

IMF Standby agreement

On 8 July, the IMF approved the standby arrangement, amounting to 1,2 billion Euros over a period of 3 years and the first tranche of the loan was released shortly afterwards. In order to comply with the conditions required by the IMF for the release of the second tranche, the FBiH and RS governments were to adopt the rebalanced budgets at the Entity and Cantonal levels by 31 August.

RS law on territorial organisation still not in force

On 8 July, the RS Constitutional Court, by 4 votes to 3, rejected the Vital National Interest claim made by the Bosniak Causus of the RS Council of Peoples with regard to the deletion of the prefix “Bosanski” in the name of 2 towns in RS provided for in the Law on territorial organisation adopted by the RSNA in April 2009.
No Extension of International Judges and Prosecutors for organised crime

On 23 July, despite strong pressure by the IC and requests by both the State Prosecutor and the President of the Court, the CoM adopted 2 draft laws extending only the mandate of the international prosecutors and appeal judges working in the war crimes department of the Court of BiH until December 2012. However, the mandate of international judges and prosecutors working in the terrorism, organised crime, and corruption department was not extended beyond the end of 2009. 
State Property

At the 16 July meeting of political leaders, the issue of State property was discussed, together with the other objectives and conditions required for OHR-EUSR transition. 

During the reporting period, it became clear that the CoM mandated Inventory Working Group would not be able to complete the property inventory by the 30 September deadline, as it had met 6 times without being able to even agree on a methodology for data collecting. On 12 August, HR Valentin Inzko, therefore, informed the authorities that the OHR would step in and compile an inventory of real property that was registered as owned or managed either by the SFRY (former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia) on the territory of BiH, or by the SRBiH (former Socialist Republic of BiH) as of 31 December 1991. 
No mayor in Mostar, High Representative imposes decision on temporary financing

The city is still lacking a mayor and a budget, more than 10 months after the local elections. As a consequence, most public and communal services have been left without funds since 31 March, when the decision on provisional city financing expired. Both police officers and fire-fighters have been staging protests, the last of which held by the fire-fighters on 21 July  started a daily blockade of the northern entrance of the city during working hours. 

On 29 July, HR Inzko, therefore, used his Bonn powers and issued a decision extending the period of temporary financing of the city of Mostar from 1 April to 30 September. 
Brcko District: end of supervision in sight?

Amendments to the State, Entity and District laws on citizenship, drafted by the OHR and the Brcko Supervisor’s staff, were forwarded to the relevant institutions in the first week of August. However, it is unlikely that the 3 conditions set by the PIC in June for recommending the end of supervision will be fulfilled by the deadline of 15 September.

War Crimes

On 17 July, the Supervisory Board overseeing the implementation of the strategy for war crimes and Deputy High Representative, Raffi Gregorian, expressed their shared concerns regarding the inadequate response to date of Entity, District, and Cantonal prosecutors to provide appropriate and reliable data on investigations and indictments required by the Prosecutor’s Office of BiH to complete a central database on all outstanding war crimes cases in the country. OHR called upon all these offices to submit full and workable data to the Chief Prosecutor’s Office of BiH by the 1 September deadline.

On 20 July, the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY) convicted Milan Lukić and Sredoje Lukić to life and 30 years’ imprisonment respectively for crimes against humanity and war crimes committed in the eastern Bosnian town of Višegrad during the 1992-1995 conflict.

Srebrenica commemoration

On 4 July, the arrest by the RS police of a Bosniak returning from Sweden to attend the funeral of his family members killed in Srebrenica on suspicion of war crimes committed against Serbs caused an uproar. 
The annual commemoration of the Srebrenica massacre on 11 July in Potocari, which was attended by some 25-30,000 visitors, finally passed off without incident. President Komšić and Silajdžić attended, while president Radmanović (Serb) declared he refused to attend an event that has been turned into a political one. 

On 12 July, incidents however occurred during the parallel ceremony commemorating 3,200 Serbs victims in Bratunac and Srebrenica. A group of young men wearing T-shirts with the image of WWII nationalist leader Draža Mihajlović, took down the Bosnian flag from the municipality building in Bratunac and trampled on it, assaulted a Bosniak owner of a local café and sung nationalist songs in the streets of Srebrenica.

The High Representative uses his Bonn powers to rehabilitate previously dismissed officials

On 21 August, High Representative, Valentin Inzko, lifted sanctions against Dragan Kalinic, former RSNA speaker, and 3 other persons, who were removed from public and political offices in 2004, due to their obstruction of the Dayton Peace Agreement. 
Rehabilitation of these four politicians is part of the revision process initiated by the HR in March 2005, in the course of which 52 removals have already been revoked.

2. 
Council of Europe action

Rule of Law 

In the framework of the Joint Programme between the European Union and Council of Europe '' Efficient Prison Management in Bosnia and Herzegovina '' a study visit for six members of the Working Group dealing with the development of targeted programmes for treatment of vulnerable prisoners and specific security measures aimed at high-risk prisoners (CEAD 23696) was organised from 24 to 28 August 2009 in Bruchsal prison, in Germany. 

15th Sarajevo Film Festival 12-20 August 

For the second year running, the Council of Europe supported the Sarajevo Film Festival and sponsored the main “Heart of Sarajevo” award for the best feature film, which was given this year to the Serbian movie “Ordinary people”. The event gathered around 125,000 visitors and media professionals from all over Europe and screened over 200 films.

The Council of Europe used this opportunity to present its most recent Europe-wide anti-discrimination campaign ''Speak out against discrimination'' and the television spot produced for the campaign, which was released before every screening at the open air cinema during the festival.
3.
CoE visibility
Regular monitoring of the three main newspapers (Dnevni avaz, Nezavisne novine and Dnevni list) and the main TV stations showed that the media fully covered the CoE activities. 

Campaigns:

The NGO “Foundation of Local Democracy“, one of CoE partner-multipliers, organised several educational workshops for children during the festival Bascarsija nights from 1-31 July. The workshop with the title” Is it OK?”  was a contribution to the CoE campaign against corporal punishment of children. 
The Website was updated with news on SFF and a spot on anti-discrimination. During the 2 summer months, the website was visited by 7,150 visitors.

Ms Caroline RAVAUD
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +387 33 264 360 or 361 - Fax: +387 33 233 937
E-mail:
 caroline.ravaud@coe.int

Tbilisi

1.
Political and legislative developments
a.
July 2009
Internal political developments

The street protest actions by non-parliamentary opposition have continued to diminish in intensity and scope as from the beginning of July, and came to an end by the end of the month. At the same time, there were some new developments concerning non-parliamentary opposition movements. Irakli Alasania officially registered his political party (Our Georgia – Free Democrats) on 16 July, and announced his plans to engage in the Constitutional and electoral reforms; he also stressed that Our Georgia-Free Democrats would participate in all elections, provided that the conditions were created for such elections being genuinely free and fair. 
On 11 July, Levan Gachechiladze launched a new public movement (Save Georgia), which was intended to enlarge his potential powerbase. 
Other non-parliamentary opposition leaders (Nino Burjanadze, Salome Zurabishvili, Eka Beselia, etc) continued to reiterate their positions, demanding early Presidential and Parliamentary elections and denouncing the Government’s offers of dialogue as “public relations stunts”. 

On 3 July, the Georgian National Communications Commission (GNCC) granted the pro-opposition Maestro TV a satellite broadcast license valid for 10 years. With this license, Maestro TV will be able to expand its coverage to all households throughout Georgia equipped with satellite receivers

On 11 July, at the extraordinary Parliament session the Speaker David Bakradze said that the authorities would welcome issue-based dialogue with non-parliamentary opposition, on subjects such as foreign policy, de-occupation, Constitutional and electoral reform. 

Four young opposition activists sentenced to 30 days of administrative detention after the 15 June incident in front of Tbilisi Police Headquarters were released on 15 July. They alleged that they had been subjected to verbal insults and physical violence by the staff at the police detention facility while in custody.
Despite protests from both the parliamentary and non-parliamentary opposition (as well as NGOs and the Public Defender), the Parliament adopted, on 17 July, amendments to the Law on Rallies, Law on Police and Administrative Violations Code, without waiting for the Venice Commission’s opinion (that said, the Speaker announced that a request for VC opinion would be sent soon and that the law would be re-examined in the light of that opinion). The parliamentary opposition refused to take part in the vote. 
At the same session, the Parliament adopted an amendment to the Law on Repatriation ("Law on Repatriation of Persons Forcefully Sent into Exile from Georgia by the Former USSR in the 1940s of the 20th Century"), extending the deadline for submitting applications until 1 January 2010.

President Mikheil Saakashvili delivered a speech in Parliament on 20 July, during which he developed his previous offers of reforms and dialogue to the non-parliamentary opposition, adding additional details and some precise deadlines. His main proposals included calling early local elections on 30 May 2010 (instead of autumn 2010), introducing the direct election of the Mayor of Tbilisi, electing the Chairman of Central Election Commission through “a broad agreement” among the key political groups, introducing Constitutional amendments reducing the Presidential powers and reinforcing the powers of the Parliament (while maintaining “an effective presidential system”), increasing the electoral rights of the Georgian diaspora abroad, introducing stricter punishments for attempts to influence judicial decisions, creating a new Board of Trustees of the Public Broadcaster (with more seats for the opposition) and turning the public TV’s second channel into a political channel. Further, the President reiterated his earlier proposal to the opposition to take part in sessions of the National Security Council once a month, to discuss issues related with the country’s foreign policy. In addition, he repeated his offer for those opposition politicians who refused to take parliamentary seats after the May 2008 elections to restore their MP mandates. A relevant draft law was introduced to the Parliament on 27 July. The opposition, including some MPs from the parliamentary minority, described the President’s address as yet another public relations move without any real substance, although the more “moderate” opposition parties (Christian Democrats and Alliance for Georgia) cautiously welcomed some of these announcements, while stressing that it was high time that words become deeds. As regards the above-mentioned offer of restoration of MP mandates, it was expressly rejected by the politicians concerned.

US Vice-President Joe Biden visited Georgia on 22 and 23 July. In addition to meetings with the President and Government representatives and the Parliament Speaker, he had a meeting with representatives of the opposition and civil society. 
A part of non-parliamentary opposition (Levan Gachechiladze, Salome Zurabishvili, Nino Burjanadze, Eka Beselia and Kakha Kukava) organised a “support rally” in front of the Philharmonic building in Tbilisi during Joe Biden’s visit. The rally gathered a few hundred participants. On 24 July, the opposition leaders announced the end - for the time being - of the street protests (107 days after their launch on 9 April 2009), while promising a continuation of the protest actions (perhaps in some other form) as from the autumn. It is also noteworthy that the last symbolic cells were removed - and traffic restored on the whole length of Rustaveli Avenue - on the same day.

On 27 July, the Bureau of the Parliament considered a Constitutional amendment proposed by the President, foreseeing the holding of plenary sessions of the Parliament in Kutaisi (second largest city of Georgia), while the committee meetings would continue being held in Tbilisi. 

As another follow-up to the President's speech of 20 July, two senior UNM MPs (Pavle Kublashvili and Murtaz Zodelava) proposed, on 27 July, to amend the Law on Broadcasting so as to increase the Board of Trustees of the Georgian Public Broadcaster to 15 members (and give more seats to representatives of the opposition). 

Also on 27 July, the UNM MPs and Governmental officials started their tours to regions in the framework of the "public dialogue" announced by the President on 20 July. The plan was to hold meetings in the regions and “listen to the people”. 

On 28 July, the Parliamentary majority announced its candidate for the new Public Defender. Giorgi Tugushi, member of the Council of Europe Anti-Torture Committee (CPT). 
Conflict-related developments

The sixth round of Geneva talks took place on 1 July. The parties agreed to hold the first incident prevention and response mechanism (IPRM) meeting with the Abkhaz side (at the same time, IPRM meetings continued to be suspended with the South Ossetian side). In the first working group (on security), the Russian and Georgian sides exchanged written proposals on the non-use of force. The Georgian representative at the talks stated that such an agreement could only be signed between Russia and Georgia, and that it should also envisage the "de-occupation" of the two regions in question, as well as proposals on the deployment of an international police force there. There were also discussions in the second working group on humanitarian questions including IDPs and refugees. Further, a decision was taken to hold the next meeting in Geneva on 17 September.

Dmitri Artemyev, a Russian serviceman, left his military unit near Perevi, close to ABL with South Ossetia, on 2 July and requested asylum in Georgia. 
The large-scale Russian military exercises “Caucasus 2009” (which partially took place on the internationally recognised Georgian territory i.e. Abkhazia and South Ossetia) ended on 6 July without any incidents. 

On 7 July, the Georgian authorities provided the Head of the EU-sponsored mission probing  the August 2008 war, Heidi Tagliavini, with their own report about the reasons of the war with Russia in August 2008. 
Russian President Medvedev paid a surprise visit to Tskhinvali on 13 July. He reaffirmed Moscow's support to the de facto authorities, including in the defence, economic and social spheres. 
The first IPRM meeting in Gali, on 14 July, took place in a positive atmosphere and most of the (technical) issues discussed were agreed upon. In addition, proposals were made for substantive points that could be discussed at the following meeting, such as the humanitarian issues, freedom of movement and energy.

The EU “troika” headed by Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Carl Bildt, visited Georgia from 16 to 19 July, as part of the Southern Caucasus tour. The issues discussed included the prospects of extension of the EUMM's mandate and EUMM's access to the northern side of the ABL.
The process of withdrawal of former UNOMIG military and police personnel from Abkhazia, initiated on 30 June, was completed by 19 July. 

In his speech before the Georgian Parliament on 23 July, US Vice-President, Joe Biden, reiterated the US position on the non-recognition of Abkhazia and South Ossetia as independent states. At the same time, he called upon Georgia “to keep the doors open to Abkhaz and South Ossetians, so that they know they have other options besides the status quo”. 

On 22 July, a bus and a minibus driving from Gali towards Zugdidi were stopped by the Russian FSB border guards near the village of Meora Otobaia (on the northern side of the ABL with Abkhazia). After a document check, 27 passengers were detained and taken to Gali for further interrogation by the Abkhaz law enforcement officials. The official grounds for this operation was that the 27 persons were “attempting to cross the border” outside an authorised crossing point, and without the required documents (i.e. Abkhaz or Russian IDs). On the same day, the FSB organised a meeting for local ethnic Georgian population in Orsantia (Gali district) to inform them about the new rules of crossing “the border”.

Following the 22 July statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus reminding its citizens that they should travel to Abkhazia and South Ossetia only through Georgian territory and in accordance with Georgian Law, President Saakashvili said on 27 July that this was a “brave decision” and a “friendly well thought-over step” by the Belarussian leadership. 
On 27 July, the EU Council of Ministers formally agreed to prolong the mandate of EUMM until 14 September 2010. The discussion on whether to add a “third country component” (essentially the US and perhaps also Turkey) was postponed until the autumn. 
The second IPRM meeting took place in Gali on 28 July. In the course of the meeting, an agreement was reached to set up a “hotline” with the FSB border guards. 
b. August 2009

Internal political developments

Throughout the month of August the internal political situation in Georgia was remarkably calm. 
Irakli Alasania, the leader of Our Georgia – Free Democrats, openly engaged in  constructive dialogue efforts with the authorities. On 6 August, he and some other opposition leaders participated in an extended session of the National Security Council. Follow-up meetings with the Minister of Foreign Affairs Grigol Vashadze and the Minister of Internal Affairs Vano Merabishvili were organised on 10 and 12 August respectively. During the latter meeting, opposition leaders handed over to the MIA a list of 48 persons arrested for allegedly political motives and the parties agreed to establish a hotline to exchange information should there be further incidents involving opposition activists. A week after the meeting with the MIA, several detained opposition activists were released on bail. 
Notwithstanding these positive developments there were some incidents related to opposition members. On 27 August twelve opposition parties/movements issued a joint statement, declaring that “the Georgian authorities still hold dozens of political prisoners” and that “the campaign of repressions also involves arresting opposition politicians’ family members, who are in fact held as hostages”. On 2 August, Amiran Bitsadze, a relative of Nino Burjanadze’s husband Badri Bitsadze was kidnapped and brutally beaten up by a group of armed men. The investigation is still ongoing, but two wounds were supposedly inflicted by shots from less-lethal projectile launchers. 

On 21 August, the Georgian PM, Nika Gilauri, dismissed the Minister of Economy, Lasha Zhvania, invoking unsatisfactory work as a reason. On 26 August, the Prime Minister appointed Georgia’s 32-year old ambassador to Spain, Zurab Pololikashvili to the post. 
On 27 August, President Saakashvili replaced Davit Sikharulidze with Bacho Akhalaia in the post of Minister of Defence. Akhalaia, who at the age of 28 is now the youngest Minister in the Georgian Government, has served as Deputy MoD since December 2008. 
Bacho Akhalaia's appointment was heavily criticised by some of the opposition members and the outgoing Public Defender. Sozar Subari referred to alleged wrongdoings while Akhalaia was head of the prison system. 
Legislative developments

On 18 August, Georgia completed the legal procedures relating to its withdrawal from the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), decided by the Parliament on 14 August 2008. Deputy MFA, David Jalagania, declared that nevertheless, in line with obligations under the 1969 Vienna Convention, Georgia remains a signatory of approximately 75 agreements within the CIS framework.
On the same day, the package of amendments to the Laws on Manifestations and on the Police, as well as to the Administrative Offences Code, entered into force. On 20 August, the Georgian authorities transmitted their request for opinion on the above-mentioned amendments to the Venice Commission. A similar request was sent on 27 August, as regards draft amendments to the Law on Occupied Territories.
Conflict-related developments

The week before the first anniversary of the 2008 war was marked by a series of alleged security incidents along the South Ossetian ABL, including cross-boundary shooting and mortar shelling, of which EUMM could, however, not find any evidence on the ground, and confrontational rhetoric. 
On the occasion of the anniversary of the war, the Georgian Government released the report presenting its version of the events leading to the conflict in August 2008. 

On 7 August, numerous events were held throughout Georgia to commemorate the anniversary of the war and protest against Russian policy. In the evening, President Saakashvili delivered a speech from Gori fortress in presence of Government members, representatives of the diplomatic corps and family members of war victims. 

On 26 August, the anniversary of the recognition of independence by Russia was celebrated in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. On that occasion, the 168 km long Tskhinvali-Dzuarikau gas pipeline between North and South Ossetia was inaugurated. 
The Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism (IPRM) meeting held in Gali on 11 August, during which the Georgian side wanted to discuss issues related to freedom of movement, did not bring any tangible results. The talks mostly centred around the definition of an incident, thus, which kind of events should be discussed within the IPRM. The UN will continue to chair these meetings, the next of which is planned for 8 September.  

On 12 August, Vladimir Putin visited Abkhazia and declared that Russia would spend the equivalent of 460-490 million USD in 2010, on the development of its military base and border security infrastructure. The Georgian MFA and the EU condemned the visit, which took place on the anniversary of the last year’s ceasefire agreement. During Putin’s visit two explosions, one of which cost the life of two persons, occurred. The de facto Abkhaz authorities blamed the Georgian Special Forces for the blasts. 
On 14 August, the 17th anniversary of the start of military actions leading to the 1992-1993 Georgian-Abkhaz war was commemorated, and the recently appointed Chairperson of the Tbilisi-backed government of the Abkhaz Autonomous Republic Giorgi Baramia addressed Abkhaz people from the Enguri Bridge calling for unity and reconciliation. 
On 17 August, the Georgian coast guard detained a Turkish cargo vessel carrying fuel to Abkhazia. On 31 August, a Georgian court sentenced the Turkish captain of the vessel to a 24-year prison term, referring to the Law on Occupied Territories. 
On 24 August, the captain of another vessel that delivered gasoline to Sukhumi in June 2009, an Azerbaijani national, was arrested for “multiple unauthorised entry into the Abkhaz port”. 
On 28 August, the Russian border guards declared that its coast guard vessels would start escorting ships en route to and from Abkhazia to protect them from being seized by the Georgian side. 
As for South Ossetia, on 5 August, the de facto Parliament approved Vadim Brovtsev as the new Prime Minister. Brovtsev replaced Aslanbek Bulatsev, who had quit his post for health reasons. Brovtsev is Director General of the building company Vermikulit, which is involved in construction on the Sochi Olympic sites. 

In the first two weeks of August there was an increased number of arrests by both sides for “illegal border crossing” of the ABL between Georgia and South Ossetia, involving some 12 people including two journalists, usually these persons were just questioned and then released. According to the EUMM, this was mainly due to the fact that the ABL is poorly delimitated and it is often unclear where exactly it is. 

On 14 August, a further meeting in the framework of the IPRM took place in Dvani, a Georgian controlled village next to the SO ABL. The next such meeting is scheduled for 3 September. 
2.
Council of Europe action
On 3 July, the European Court of Human Rights announced its decision to consider admissible Georgia’s complaint against Russia concerning the alleged violation of the rights of over 2000 ethnic Georgians deported from the Russian Federation between late September 2006 and early 2007, following the Russian-Georgian spy row.

Following a formal request by its Chairman Avtandil Demetrashvili formulated in a letter of 9 July, the Venice Commission has become closely involved in the work of the Constitutional Commission.
3.
Other action / co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations
a.
July 2009
From 2 to 4 July, an evaluation seminar of CoE/KS/NALAG Joint Strategic Municipal Planning Programme took place in Tbilisi. It was accompanied by bilateral meetings with local stakeholders and international partners.

Venice Commission experts, together with ODIHR representatives, were invited to present and discuss their views (on issues such as Code of Good Practice in Electoral Matters and its implications for the Electoral Code of Georgia; voting procedures and counting, as well as other aspects of electoral administration; and complaints and appeals) to members of the Electoral Code Drafting Working Group (EWG) on 4 July. 
On 7 July, the SRSG participated in a round table technical discussion on “Political finance in Georgia”, organised by IFES.

On 11 July, the SRSG attended and made opening remarks at the Conference on “Justiciability of Social Rights in Courts of Constitutional Jurisdiction and the European Court of Human Rights”, organised in Batumi by the Constitutional Court with the participation of CoE experts. On the same day, a member of the CoE Office staff participated in a roundtable to discuss the draft new Imprisonment Code, organised in Bazaleti by the Ministry of Penitentiary, Probation and Legal Aid.

A co-ordination and implementation meeting for the project “Post-Conflict Immediate Actions for the Social and Economic Revitalisation of Communities and Cultural Environment in the Municipality of Gori” was organised by the DGIV in Tbilisi and Gori from 12 to 15 July.

On 14 July, the SRSG participated in an UNDP-organised public debate on electoral legislation reform in Tbilisi. 
On 15 and 16 July, a round table and a workshop on cybercrime were organised by DG-HL in Tbilisi, together with the Georgian Ministries of Internal Affairs and Justice. The SRSG attended the workshop on 16 July.

On 17 July, the SRSG visited - upon the invitation of the Ministry of Penitentiary, Probation and Legal Aid - the Women’s Penitentiary Establishment No. 5 in Tbilisi, in order to see the recently opened work and vocational training areas.

On 20 July, the SRSG participated in a workshop on prison monitoring for the staff of the Public Defender’s Office, organised in Batumi by DG-HL.

On 24 July, the SRSG and the Human Rights Adviser met Mr Giorgi Arsenishvili, Chairman of the Human Rights and Civil Integration Committee of the Parliament.

On 30 July, the SRSG attended the round table on “Modifying the Electoral System in Georgia” organised by IFES. 

 Throughout the month, the CoE Office staff participated in meetings of the Inter-Agency Co-ordination Council for Criminal Justice Reform, discussing the strategies for penitentiary, prosecution, probation, legal aid, juvenile justice, etc. Further, the SRSG and/or the Human Rights Adviser attended meetings of the Ambassadorial Working Group (AWG), Technical Working Group on electoral matters (TWG), Electoral Code Drafting Working Group (EWG), as well as the weekly EUMM briefings.

b.
August 2009
On 5 August, several CoE Office staff and the Human Rights Adviser participated in the Presentation of the new Criminal Justice Reform Strategy organised jointly by the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Correction and Legal Assistance and Interagency Co-ordination Council. The strategies related to Juvenile Justice, the Penal System Reform, Probation and Legal Aid were presented in detail. 

During the month of August, the Human Rights Adviser participated in several preparatory meetings, in view of creating a Human Rights Working Group composed by relevant international organisations and interested embassies. The initiative is led by staff of EUSR Peter Semneby. 

On 27 August, the Human Rights Adviser participated in the briefing by the Georgian Deputy MFA, Alexander Nalbandov, who denounced several initiatives taking place in connection with the so-called independence day celebrations in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. 

4.
Activities of the Information Office
a. July


Seminars, conferences and Events (co-)organised by the IO


12-21 July - Co-organisation of two youth seminars with NGO “Droni” on present CoE youth related standards and HR issues: 15-21 July 2009 “Peace is our choice” (Bakuriani); 12-19 July 2009 “West and East linked by EVS” (Tbilisi). 


20 July - Launching of the IOCE-Tbilisi at YouTube  http://www.youtube.com/user/coetbilisi#play/favorites.


(P)ublications and (T)ranslations 


June

· (T) Resolution 1633 (2008) - Consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia;

· (T) Recommendation 1846 (2008) - Consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia;

· (T) Resolution 1648 (2009) - The humanitarian consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia;

· (T) Recommendation 1857 (2009)1 - The humanitarian consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia;

· (T) Resolution 1664 (2009)1- The humanitarian consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia: follow-up given to Resolution 1648 (2009);

· (T) Recommendation 1869 (2009)1 - The humanitarian consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia: follow-up given to Resolution 1648 (2009);

· (T) Resolution 1647 (2009) - Implementation of Resolution 1633 (2008) on the consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia; 

· (T) Resolution 1676 (2009) - The state of human rights in Europe and the progress of the Assembly’s monitoring procedure;

· (T) Amendments to the Code of Administrative Offences /6 documents/ (for Venice Commission).

· (P) Re-print of “CoE Law” and ECtHR Case Law volumes: II, III, IV (for training and seminars);

· (P) Re-voicing of ECtHR film and its posting on the IOCE website. 

Statistics of IOCE 

24
- Press releases issued;  

246
- Visitors;  

958
- CoE promotional material distributed; 

185
- Phone calls responded;     

77
- Replies of IO by mail;

1
- Secretariat, CoE Mission(s) highlighted in media;

0
- Press Conference;

1
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1
- ECtHR related visits.
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b. 
August 

Seminars, conferences and Events (co-)organised by the IO

27 August – Awarding ceremony for the winners of Essay Written Competition – “How do You Imagine the European Citizen of Future” – (IOCE / Ministry of Education and Science) (CEAD-26650). 

- Presentation of CoE publication “Travel the Universe of Greater Europe – An Adventure Story”. 

26-27 August – Seminar on: Right on property according to the Georgian legislation and the standards of the European Convention on Human Rights. IOCE-Tbilisi State University – Literature, lectures.
(P)ublications and (T)ranslations 
August
· (T) ECtHR Some Facts and Figures 1959-2009;

· (T) ECtHR in 50 Questions.
Statistics of IOCE 
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Chisinau

1. Political and legislative developments

On 27 July, the European Commission informed that the mandate of the European Commission's Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine (EUBAM) was extended for a two-year period starting from 1 December 2009. 

On 20 July, Russian President Medvedev signed a law on the US$500 million loan to Moldova. Voronin paid another visit to President Medvedev on 21 August. This was the third official meeting of the two Presidents in 2009. The Presidents focused on the Transnistrian settlement issue and the possibility of resuming settlement negotiations in the five-plus-two format. 

On 15 July, Voronin confirmed that Moldova's original Declaration of Independence together with over 80% of the Parliament's archives had been burnt during the post-election riots. 

Ex-Speaker Marian Lupu was elected Chairman of the Democratic Party (PD) at a Party Congress held in Chisinau on 19 July.

A total number of 785 candidates from eight parties ran for the 101 parliamentary seats. As many as 1,987 polling stations were opened for the 29 July elections, which is nine stations more than in the 5 April elections. 2,620,418 million voters were included in the voters’ lists - 55,000 more than in the previous election. According to the findings of the national election observers, the quality and accuracy of the voters’ lists remain a major problem. By 27 July, the CEC had registered 488 international and 2,672 domestic observers (for the 5 April elections, the CEC accredited 604 international and 2,532 national observers). 
According to the final results of the 29 July early parliamentary election made public by the Moldovan Central Election Commission (CEC) on 31 July, five parties entered the Parliament: 

1. the Moldovan Communist Party (PCRM) has won 706,732 ballots/44.69%/48 seats 
(v. 60 seats after the April 5 elections); 

2. the Liberal Democratic Party (PLDM) - 262,028 ballots/16.7%/18 seats (v. 15); 

3. the Liberal Party (PL) - 232,108/14.68%/15 seats (v. 15); 

4. the Democratic Party (PD) - 198,278/12.54%/13 seats; 

5. the Moldova Noastra Alliance (AMN) - 116,194/7.35%/7 seats (v. 11).

The voter turnout was 58.77%. 


According to the statement of the preliminary findings and conclusions for the 29 July 2009 early parliamentary elections issued by the international election observation mission on 30 July, the parliamentary elections in Moldova met many international standards, but the process underscored the need for continued democratic reforms to restore public trust. The shortcomings noted by observers were related to the voter lists; the authorities’ pressure and intimidation to control the campaign environment; the misuse of administrative resources; the main television channels’, including public Moldova 1, failure to provide impartial and balanced information in its newscasts, favouring the PCRM; the Broadcasting Co-ordinating Council’s (BCC) failure to enforce legislation; complaints and appeals procedures were not clearly defined. 

The Civic Coalition for Free and Fair Elections, "Coalition 2009", concluded on 30 July that the elections were only partly free because of the many instances of intimidation of electoral candidates; massive use of administrative resources; manipulation of public opinion through mass media; setbacks in compiling the electoral lists. The "Coalition 2009" also found that the elections were not correct because the authorities did not provide minimum conditions for exercising the right to vote to students, voters in Transnistria and those residing abroad. The results of the monitoring of the media during the early elections campaign carried out by the members of the Coalition for Free and Fair Elections - “Coalition 2009” show that the public television Moldova 1 continued to manipulate public opinion, transforming the main news broadcast of the day into a space for propaganda of the Government's achievements, for messages from the ruling party, and for slandering the opposition. 

On 6 August, the public company “Teleradio-Moldova” published an internal monitoring report which found that “during the electoral race, Teleradio-Moldova made no political partisanship, nor propaganda for any party.” The public broadcaster's administration supposes errors and interests may lie behind the NGOs' monitoring reports. 

On 6 August, the CEC submitted the results of the early parliamentary elections for validation to the Constitutional Court (CC). On 14 August, the CC validated the results of the 29 July parliamentary elections and the mandates of the 101 lawmakers of Moldova's Parliament of the 18th convocation. Under the decision adopted by the CC, the PCRM received 48 mandates, PLDM - 18, PL - 15 PD - 13 and AMN - 7 mandates. 

On 8 August, the four democratic parties which entered Parliament - PLDM, PL, PDM, and AMN - publicly announced the establishment of a coalition named “Alliance for European Integration”(AIE). The joint declaration signed by the leaders of the four parties contains 22 objectives distributed in five chapters: 1. Restoring the rule of law; 2. Overcoming the social-economic crisis and ensuring economic growth; 3. Decentralising the power and ensuring local autonomy; 4. Territorial re-integration of Moldova; 5. European integration of Moldova and promoting a balanced, consistent and responsible foreign policy. 
On 21 August, after the ceremony of handing in parliamentary mandates, Voronin refused to take the AIE's written invitation to dialogue which read that the AIE had assumed the task to undertake the governance of the Republic of Moldova and to form the central state administration. It also contained the assurance to observe the PCRM’s rights as an oppositional party and to give it a part of leading posts in the Parliament. 

The plenum of the PCRM Central Committee held on 22 August decided that the PCRM would try to create a left-centrist anti-crisis coalition of its own by holding separate negotiations with all political formations that have won seats in the new Parliament. The representatives of the AIE regarded this as PCRM’s incapacity to obey to voters' choice and to yield the power voluntarily. On 25 August, the PCRM representatives did not show up at a meeting scheduled by the AIE. 

The term in office of the second Greceanii Government expired on 26 August. 

The first sitting of the new Parliament was held on 28 August. Following the official constitution of the Parliament and of the parliamentary factions of the four parties forming the AIE, the Chairman of the Session, Communist Ivan Calin, announced a break until 4 September without putting the corresponding proposal to vote. After the 48 Communist deputies left the sitting room, the 53 AIE MPs unanimously voted for continuing the plenary sitting. They unanimously nominated the PL Chairman Mihai Ghimpu as candidate for Speaker and elected him for this position by 53 votes. The new Parliament decided to resume work on 2 September. Ghimpu stated to the press that the candidacy for President of Moldova shall be nominated by the PD (Marian Lupu), and the candidacy for Prime Minister by the PLDM (Vlad Filat). Marian Lupu’s proposal that the 2 September plenary sitting of Parliament be broadcasted live by “Teleradio Moldova” (TRM) was voted unanimously. However, on 1 September, the TRM issued a statement which reads that the Parliament’s decision runs counter the national legislation and represents a “brutal” interference into the company’s editorial policy.
On 1 September, the PCRM challenged the legality of Ghimpu’s election as Speaker of the Moldovan Parliament before the Constitutional Court. The Court is to issue a judgment on the matter on 8 September.

On 2 August, during the sitting of Parliament, the AIE invited Prime Minister, Zinaida Greceanii, and the leadership of Teleradio-Moldova (TRM) and of the Broadcasting Co-ordination Council to come to the forum and present reports on their activity. None of them came after a two-hour break. Two main declarations were passed during the sitting: one criticising the actions of the Communist government in the economic and social areas, and indicating urgent measures to overcome the crisis and the other on the policy of ensuring and protecting the rights of national minorities in Moldova. The 48 PCRM MPs did not attend the sitting.

At a plenary meeting of the Central Committee of the PCRM held on 2 September, Voronin expressed his intention to resign from his post of Acting President and to continue work as an MP. The party also announced the formation of its parliamentary faction, chaired by Maria Postoico. It submitted the corresponding documents to the Parliament Secretariat on 3 September. 
On 3 September, the AIE decided to hold the next plenary sitting of the Moldovan Parliament on 10 September.
Transnistria
The speaker of the unrecognised Transnistrian Moldovan Republic, Yevgeni Shevchuk, tendered his resignation on 8 July. His official statement suggests that his resignation was prompted by the categorical disagreement with the policy of the Transnistrian President Igor Smirnov and his close allies. 

On 22 July, the Supreme Council elected a new Chairman, Anatoly Kaminsky, by  votes of 32 out of the 34 present deputies. He was the only candidate, and was put forward by parliamentary faction ‘Obnovlenie’. 

On 15 July, the law on some features of the entry regulations for persons enjoying diplomatic immunities and privileges entered into force. The law reflects grounds for entry into the territory, the order of crossing the state border, the grounds for restricting entry of the region, as well as movement in the territory of region of diplomatic agents. 

On 24 August, Tiraspol leader, Igor Smirnov, signed a decree on appointing Ludmila Rogozhkina as Head of the Presidential Administration. 
Human Rights and Rule of Law
On 14 July, the Supreme Court of Justice issued a judgment which reads that Prosecutor General, Valeriu Gurbulea, did not have enough reasons to accuse the AMN leader, Serafim Urechean, and the AMN member, Ion Plesca, of involvement in the assassination attempt on the leader of the PPCD, Iurie Rosca. The Court upheld the decision of the appellate court which found the statements made by Gurbulea at a news conference as being illegal. 

On 16 July, the Court of Appeal ruled that Moldova's former Defence Minister Valeriu Pasat was not guilty of the charges earlier brought before him. 

At a news conference on 22 July, with regard to Romania’s involvement in the 7 April events, Moldova's Prosecutor General Gurbulea said “Never has anyone stated about Romania's participation as a state”. 

Gurbulea has confirmed that Valeriu Boboc's death during the April post-election riots, was caused by blows administered to his throat and chest. He also said that 185 persons were being interrogated for the organisation of the mass riots, and the cases of 6 suspects had been sent to the Court for examination. He said that the Office has accepted 96 complaints pertaining to the use of force by law enforcement officers. 

To be followed: Implementation of the Elections results/constitution of the state institutions.
2.
Council of Europe action
In the course of July, the Secretariat implemented projects related to the pre-electoral assistance, in view of the 29 July parliamentary elections. The projects focused on the monitoring of the verification of the voters’ lists and the media coverage of the election campaign. The implementation report (DPA/Inf(2009)31) will be presented to the GR-DEM on 8 September. CEAD 2753

Four national experts (representing the NCSGLA, the Bar Association, the Public Defenders’ Office) have been contracted in order to participate, under the supervision of the CoE national legal adviser, in the working group for drawing up guidelines and leaflets on the new system of state guaranteed legal aid in the Republic of Moldova. 
As a concluding activity in the line of activities designed to draw up and define the training curriculum for the Moldovan Court clerks, a roundtable was organised on 21 July. The purpose of the roundtable was to present the experts’ findings, opinions and recommendations on the draft curriculum. A train-of-trainers session took place on 24-25 August as a follow-up activity. CEAD 25633
Two CoE experts provided an expert assessment on the compliance of the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, Code of Administrative Offences and Civil Procedure Code of the Republic of Moldova relating to the procedural status and functioning of lawyers with the Council of Europe standards and the case-law of the ECtHR. A roundtable on the findings and recommendations of CoE experts will be held by September 2009. CEAD 26514
After discussing the Report on the assessment visit regarding international legal co-operation and the second expert’s proposals, a number of recommendations have been put forward in order to enhance international legal co-operation of the Republic of Moldova. Following a request from the MoJ, the Project decided to assist the authorities in drawing up, publishing and disseminating a Guide on International Legal Co-operation of the Republic of Moldova. A working group composed of four national consultants has been set up in order to produce the draft Guide. The Guide will further be published and disseminated among stakeholders. CEAD 26918

Aiming at drawing up and publishing a Commentary to the Enforcement Code (civil part) which would include the new legal concepts and concerns raised by ECtHR rulings with regard to non-enforcement of Court decisions, six national experts distributed among themselves, the relevant articles of the Enforcement Code (Book One). The working group holds regular co-ordination meetings and the experts provided written contributions to the Commentary (80% ready by the end of July), according to the approved outline and methodology. The Commentary shall be defined, edited, published and disseminated by the end of 2009. CEAD 25551
During the reporting period, the consultants assisted the General Directorate of Legislation the MoJ in drawing up proposals for amending the Law on the judicial organisation with provisions concerning the Economic Courts and Military Courts. The assistance aims at creating an uniform legislation by consolidating, upon abrogation, the provisions of several laws into a single document: Law on the judicial organization. Following an extensive analysis of the legislation of European countries, a draft law on the organisation of the judiciary has been elaborated and presented to the MoJ for consideration. CEAD 19427
On 24 and 25 August, a training seminar for the trainers of the National Institute of Justice on teaching methodology was carried out. CEAD 25639
3. 
Activities of the Information Office
· Publications: title, number of copies

Brochure “Travel the universe of a Greater Europe” - 1000 copies

Brochure “Council of Europe on international arena”- 1000 copies

· Translations
Translation and dissemination to Moldovan mass media of the press release on the publication of the Commissioner’s Report on Moldova. 

· Promotional materials: title, number of copies  
 Statistics of the office: 
·  a/ Applications and specific documents on the ECHR were given to 21 persons at the IOCE premises. b/ required documents on general issues: registered _12_ sent on request: ​11

· Visitors to the Office:  19_
· Visitors to the library: _29_

· Donation of publication/materials: 640 copies
· Press releases translated and sent to mass media  : _9
· Web site statistics: visits 2358, page views 9313
Seminars/conferences/workshops etc.

1- 5 July and 20-24 July - Following the Training of Local Trainers organised by the IOCE in Causeni (south of Moldova) in co-operation with the IOCE’s Infopoint in Causeni, a group of local trainers organised awareness raising activities for children and young people. All participants received promotional and informative materials produced by the IOCE and the contest winners were awarded symbolic prizes. CEAD 27864
15 July - Within the promotion campaign of the 60th anniversary of the Council of Europe at the national level, IOCE in partnership with the Regional Resource Centre for Youth in Falesti organised a Training of Local Trainers (members of local youth NGOs) for the promotion of the CoE anniversary who will subsequently organise informative activities in their localities. CEAD 27863
General remarks:
Regular updating of the IOCE website (Roma Project, priority Campaigns).

Weekly media monitoring

Serving library beneficiaries

Updating the IOCE’s library collection

Mr Vladimir RISTOVSKI
Special Representative of the SG
Tel: +373 22 202 304 or +373 22 202 212 374 - Fax: +373 22 202 305
E-mail: vladimir.ristovski@coe.int

Belgrade

1.
Political developments
The European Commission proposed on 15 July, the abolition of visas for Serbian citizens travelling to the EU starting from 1 January 2010. 

Dutch Foreign Affairs Minister, Maxime Verhagen, cancelled his visit to Belgrade, which was scheduled for 21 July. According to the media, the reason for the postponement was the announcements made by Serbian officials that the sole talking point with Verhagen would be unblocking of Serbia’s European integration process.




President Tadic took part in the 15th Summit of the Non-Alignment Movement of States in Egypt on 15-16 July, where the key topics were solidarity for peace and development and the current global economic crisis. On the margins of the meeting, Tadic offered to host in Belgrade the 2011 Summit when the 50th anniversary of the movement will be marked, but also suggested that other former Yugoslav republics be the co-host partners of the event. 
The PACE AS/JUR rapporteur, Dick Marty visited Belgrade on 3-4 August. Marty, who met the Justice Minister and held talks with the Serbian War Crimes Prosecutor and other officials, is supposed to report to the Assembly on the issue of trafficking in human organs in Kosovo. 

In spite of concerns among media associations and fissures within the ruling coalition, the controversial Public Information Act (PIA) was adopted by the Serbian Parliament on 31 August, with the slimmest majority of 125 votes. Deputies from the ruling Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) abstained from voting. The main issue with this legislation has been the non-transparent drafting of the amendments by the Culture Ministry, without any consultations with the professional associations, international organisations or expert groups.

The Draft law on data secrecy also caused controversy, as it could pose restrictions on the powers of the Ombudsman and the Commissioner for the Free Access to Information. The Draft law was adopted by the Government without any public debate, but it has also been  officially submitted to the CoE for an expertise. 

A number of social protests over the summer indicates the seriousness of an ongoing economic crisis in Serbia. According to the economic analysts. PM Cvetkovic said that the special working body established by the government to design a set of measures to improve the social status of citizens and reduce public expenditures will propose some urgent measures. PM Cvetkovic denied the option of increasing VAT or the income tax rates, but insisted on the full reform of the state administration. 

Serbia held a round of talks with the International Monetary Fund from 24 August, offering medium-term public sector reform but no option on dealing with near term fiscal problems. The task of  the IMF is to review  the country’s compliance with targets agreed under a three billion euro loan approved earlier this year by the Fund. PM Cvetkovic said there would be no tax increases for covering the growing deficit, but wants the IMF to back the planned job cuts in the public sector which would curb the spending. IMF made $500 million available for Serbia on 1 September, as part of the $250 billion of special aid allocated to IMF member states. The IMF has given the Serbian Government until October to prepare a detailed plan on restructuring the state sector and curbing the state expenses.  

Two members of the Gendarmerie were injured on 9 July, when they were fired upon with a hand-held grenade launcher near the southern Serbian town of Bujanovac. Interior Minister Ivica Dačić said this attack was primarily a result of the fact that not all terrorist groups in Kosovo have been disarmed, as foreseen by the UN Security Council Resolution 1244. A few days later, an explosive device blew up in Presevo, also in southern Serbia, which again gave the opportunity to Dacic to repeat that this was another act of terrorism.

Local Albanian leaders reacted to the accusations of terrorism by stating that those incidents show "someone is very bothered by the present quiet" in the municipalities of Preševo, Bujanovac and Medveđa and that the "problems faced by Albanians in this region that have been accumulating must be solved politically". 

2.
Council of Europe action

The Programme on Strengthening Local Self-Government (LSG) is preparing a roundtable for mid September to promote The Law on Communal Police, adopted on 8 July. The Programme participated in the drafting of the law. In early July, the Programme organised the team of local CoE experts who began to draft the following: 

· Review of the local bylaws and action plan for improvement
· Methodology for determining the number of LSG staff for each local authority
· Bylaws of the Law on Communal Police
· Law on Local Self-Government Staff
· Amendments of the Law on General Public Administrative Procedure and the Law on Administrative Disputes
· Drafting and sending out of a questionnaire for the Performance management workshop to the five pilot municipalities.

Under the programme “Support to the Constitutional Court of Serbia”, a seminar on Article 1 of the ECHR Protocol - freedom to peaceful enjoyment of property - was held on 6 July for judges and advisors of the Serbian Constitutional Court. 
The CoE Office’s Human Rights Advisor (HRA) met with the representatives of the Swedish Embassy and the EC Delegation in Belgrade on 12 and 19 August to discuss possible assistance for the Support to Parliamentary Institutions Programme and changes of the Public Information Act, as well as attended the pubic debate on the draft Law on Data Secrecy on 25 August. 

The Strengthening Higher Education Reform in Serbia (SHE) Project organised a second CoE expert meeting with pilot Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) to discuss revised self-evaluation reports from two pilot HEIs from southern town of Nis. 

3.
Other action/co-operation with partner organisations 
The most important event during the summer period has been the visit of the PACE Rapporteur Dick Marty from 3-5 August, as part of his investigation on the trafficking of human organs during the 1999 Kosovo war. The Rapporteur met with the Serbian Justice Minister, War Crimes Prosecutor and his team, the Public Prosecutor, media and NGO representatives, as well as the representatives of the associations of missing persons. The SRSG maintained his regular diplomatic activities throughout July and August with most important counterparts in order to exchange information and brief each other on the current situation in the country. 

The DSRSG met with the representatives of the EC delegation in charge of the judicial reform to discuss possibilities for programmes in that area, as well as the current situation and future prospects. 
CoE Profile
Serbian print and electronic media extensively reported on the CoE Summer School of Democracy, announcing the participation of the Serbian Environment Minister, Oliver Dulic, (4 July), but also reporting on the walk-out by the Serb participants from Serbia, BiH and Montenegro during a lecture by the Croatian President, Stjepan Mesic. 

All media extensively covered the visit of the PACE Rapporteur Dick Marty to Belgrade, Pristina and Tirana.   

All dailies carried extensive reports on the controversial draft Public Information Act (PIA) on 31 July, 1 and 4 August, emphasising that the CoE was not consulted during the drafting of the bill, but also the necessity of the CoE expertise in order to have the Law improved (Press, Politika, Alo, Danas, Vecernje novosti, Kurir, Blic, Borba, Dnevnik, Pravda). 
The ECHR ruled that Serbia should pay 2,100 Euros each to Saga Grisevic and Dragos Vranic, as well as 1,800 Euros to Mladomirka Vucicevic for violating their right to a trial within a reasonable time and their right to peacefully enjoy their property, Politika daily reported on 23 July. 
The Finance Ministry’s State Secretary announced in Politika on 2 August that his Ministry will organise a large meeting together with the CoE as early as mid-September to analyse and tackle the issue of denationalisation using experiences from other European countries. 

On 17 August, Vecernje novosti daily announced that the draft law on restitution will be completed and a large meeting on the topic organised together with the CoE in September. 

On 24 August, Borba daily cited Serbian Kosovo Minister as saying that Kosovo Serbs want to see “decentralisation with a new concept and new mediators - from the CoE, UN or OSCE”. 
With regard to the CoE position on the PIA, Fonet news agency cited sources at the CoE Belgrade Office on 28 August, while dailies Blic and Borba published the CoEs relevant statement.
Mr Constantin YEROCOSTOPOULOS
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +381 11 3 088 411 - Fax: +381 11 3 086 494
E-mail: constantin.yerocostopoulos@coe.int  

Podgorica
1. 
Political developments
The long-expected EC recommendation to the EU Council to remove visas for Montenegrin citizens was officially announced on 15 July. If the Montenegrin Government fulfils all remaining conditions, the citizens of Montenegro will be able to travel to Schengen countries without visas starting from 1 January 2010.
The process of considering Montenegrin application for EU membership has entered into a new phase by handing over the EU accession Questionnaire for Montenegro on 22 July.

The administration has already started preparing answers to 2.187 questions to be sent out by November. 

Parliamentary opposition argues that ruling parties have monopolised the process of answering the EU Questionnaire, while the responsible Ministry for EU Integration claims such allegations are unfounded given that parliamentarians will be involved in the finalisation of the answers.

Society
Legal gap on tendering procedure for broadcasting frequencies in Montenegro is still open. 

The enigmatic issue of who is responsible for tendering and frequency assignment has started by non-transparent adoption of the Law on Electronic Communication. This law provided for establishing the new Agency for Electronic Communications and brought in confusion over competencies of various bodies, due to which the tender for issuing frequencies cannot be published. 

Consequently, TV “Vijesti” continues to be without frequencies, although this TV station submitted a formal request more than a year ago.

Follow up of the incident between the Mayor of Podgorica, his son, the driver and the two journalists of daily “Vijesti” Following the incident that took place on 5 August, a criminal proceeding has been initiated against Miljan Mugosa (mayor’s son) for causing serious injuries to journalist Jovovic, while the Prosecutor decided that there were no grounds for any legal action against the mayor. In addition, upon the criminal charge filed by the Mayor’s driver, criminal proceeding has also been initiated against the injured journalist. The Mayor’s driver was diagnosed with injuries 13 hours after the incident and was spotted the day after, while he was driving a car. In the meantime, journalist Jovovic underwent surgical intervention on his ear drum. 

Following the incident, opposition councillors put a motion of no confidence to Mayor Mugosa and an extraordinary session of the Municipal Assembly of Podgorica has been scheduled for 14 September. The decision will depend on SDP - a ruling coalition partner who have not yet taken an official stance.

An incident between followers of the two Orthodox churches in Montenegro took place on 19 August. A conflict started when believers of the Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC) locked the church and prevented the Montenegrin Orthodox Church (CPC) believers from celebrating the religious holiday of Christ transfiguration.  The two churches had previously agreed that believers of the SPC would be the first to use the church after which the believers of the CPC would enter and commence their service. A verbal conflict between the believers of the two churches developed into a physical one and as a result, three police officers sustained minor injuries.

The Special Prosecutor for Organised Crime issued an order for the arrest of the Head of the Cadastre (real estate register) in Kotor, his adviser and secretary suspected of having committed a series of infringements in making entries into the cadastral registry for personal gain.

Isailo Sljivancanin, candidate of the ruling parties Democratic Party of Socialists and Socialist Democratic Party, was re-elected as President of the Municipality of Zabljak at the elections that took place on 16 August.

Parliament

Following the constitution of the Parliament a very intensive work was conducted in July and August. 

Appointments / Nominations:

After two months of arguing between the ruling majority and opposition over chairing positions in parliamentary working bodies, a compromise was finally found over the bodies to be presided by opposition: 

NOVA (New Serb Democracy) leader Andrija Mandic was elected as Chairman of the Commission for Monitoring and Control of Privatisation Process while representative of SNP (Socialist People’s Party) Aleksandar Damjanovic has taken the post of Chairman of the Parliament’s Committee for Economy and Budget.

A new Secretary General of the Parliament, Damir Davidovic, was elected on 29 July. Davidovic’s nomination, put forward by the Speaker of Parliament, was carried with 52 votes in favour, four against and seven abstentions. Davidovic is not a member of any political party.

Two Parliamentarians were appointed as members to the Judicial Council: Luidj Skrelja from the ruling majority and Neven Gosovic from the opposition.
Two members of the Royal Capital Senate were elected - each from the ruling majority and the opposition

Leader of the Movement for Changes Nebojsa Medojevic was elected as President of the National Council for European Integration (NSEI).

Parliament also appointed the NGO members of the Council of the Radio and Television of Montenegro, in accordance with the new Law on Public Broadcasting Services. The civil sector congratulated the appointments. 

Legislative activities

A number of laws and treaties were adopted by the Parliament in July. A long-expected Criminal Procedure Code was adopted (will come into force in one year) as well as the Law on Co-operation with ICC.
Parliament adopted the Declaration on Srebrenica, which condemns this crime and other atrocities committed during the conflict in the former Yugoslavia.  The Declaration was backed by MPs of the ruling coalition and the Movement for Changes (PZP), and only the New Serbian Democracy (NOVA) voted against. The Head of the Muslim community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mustafa Cerić, sent a letter of gratitude to the Speaker of the Montenegrin Parliament.
Government

In response to the earlier request from Serbia to open three consulates in Montenegro, in addition to the Embassy in Podgorica, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro officially proposed direct negotiations between the two states. Most of the Montenegrin officials were reserved towards the request, while representatives of Socialist democratic party (SDP) were against it.  
Montenegro proposed a new Ambassador to Serbia, Mr Igor Jovovic, whose nomination was unanimously supported by the Parliamentary Committee for International Relations and EU Integrations. 

2. 
Council of Europe action
The Rapporteurs of the Monitoring Committee Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe paid a visit to Montenegro on 7-9 July, in order to assess the implementation of the post-accession commitments that Montenegro has undertaken towards the CoE. During the visit, they met authorities and representatives of various institutions, representatives of non-governmental sector and international community. 
Following the expert’s meeting on 30 June on the first draft of the Law on Free Legal Aid, Council of Europe experts provided written comments on the first version of the draft. It is expected that once the draft law is finalised it will be sent again to the Council of Europe for final evaluation.

Upon the request by the Ministry for Human and Minorities Rights, the Council of Europe  provided written comments on the draft Law on the Amendments to the Law on Ombudsman. Comments will be discussed and adopted at the Plenary Session of the Venice Commission in October.

Written comments on the draft Law on Prohibition of Discrimination have been prepared by two Venice Commission experts and submitted to the Ministry for Human and Minorities Rights. Final comments will be prepared after the assessment visit of the Venice Commission representatives to Montenegro (to take place on 2-3 September) and will be presented at the Plenary Session of the Venice Commission in October.

Comments on the draft Law on Electronic Media were prepared by the Council of Europe experts and sent to the Ministry of Culture, Media and Sports. The Council of Europe is also providing support to the public debate and will organise together with the OSCE, a round table on 14 September. 
Support to Parliamentary institutions:

The sixth Steering Committee meeting of the JP “Support to Parliamentary Institutions” was held on 6 July in the Parliament of Montenegro. The meeting was attended by representatives of the CoE, PRM and the EC Delegation in Podgorica.

Round Table on “Harmonisation of Domestic Legislation with the ECHR - political representation of minorities” was held in Podgorica, on 10 July at the Parliamentary premises. This is the seventh Round Table organised within the CoE-EC JP and in co-operation with the Parliament of Montenegro.

Local Self Government Reform

Two Laws “Law on Local-self Government” and “Territorial Organisation” on which, the CoE worked together with the Montenegrin authorities for more than a year, are finally defined and entered into Governmental procedure on 1 August. 

N.N.
Special Representative of the SG
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Pristina

1.  
Political and legislative developments

In August, it was announced that EULEX and the Serbian Ministry of the Interior had negotiated a protocol on police co-operation, which was immediately strongly opposed by Kosovo authorities and local media. They emphasised that EULEX has no mandate to sign such a protocol undermining the sovereignty of Kosovo. Despite several attempts by EULEX to clear up “misunderstandings” and protracted meetings between EULEX, ICR/EUSR and the Kosovo government on the issue, it remained unresolved. The self- determination movement “Vetëvendosje” staged a protest against the protocol in late August, during which at least 26 EULEX vehicles were vandalised. In early September, the EU presidency (Sweden) criticised the Kosovo Government’s behaviour and its objections to the protocol EULEX-Serbia. 

Despite an earlier agreement brokered by UNMIK on the issue of reconstruction of houses in the Kroi i Vitakut/Brdjani area in northern Mitrovicë/Mitrovica, tensions resumed between Kosovo Serbs and Kosovo Albanians in August, after a mostly calm summer period. Several incidents resulted in minor injuries and some damage forcing EULEX to intervene using teargas. At the end of August, the UNMIK SRSG, Lamberto Zannier, met the Mitrovicë/Mitrovica Mayor to discuss the developments and both stated their support for the right to return. 
The summer saw numerous confirmations of participation by political entities representing varied ethnic groups in the local elections slated for 15 November. During the same period political parties continued to announce their candidates for Mayor. Opposition political parties lobbied during the summer for surveillance cameras to be installed at polling stations during the elections. The Central Electoral Commission (CEC) decided against the placement of cameras, after a heated discussion, claiming a lack of financial resources and time. This decision has been supported by the international community.

In mid July, the EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security policy, Javier Solana, visited Prishtinë/Priština, where he defended the EU’s decision not to include Kosovo, Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina in its recent decision on visa liberalisation made to Serbia, Montenegro and “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”. He explained that the process was more technical than political and emphasised control of borders and the ability to produce biometric passports. The decision, referred to by the media and civil society as “the exclusion of Kosovo from the EU visa liberalisation regime” was protested by both Kosovo Albanians and Kosovo Serbs. 
The governing coalition party PDK (Democratic Party of Kosovo) and the opposition party, Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK), clashed twice in the Kosovo Assembly before the summer break. Dozens of Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) veterans protested on 16 July in front of the Kosovo government building against their poor economic conditions and the lack of social protection.  After the incident, a PDK Assembly member accused the AAK of being behind the protests after which an AAK Assembly member accused Prime Minister Thaçi of allegedly inciting to hate speech. A few days later, a LDK Member of Parliament presented a petition calling for the establishment of an investigative committee on the work of the public broadcaster - Radio Television of Kosovo (RTK). 
Following its dismissal of the municipal assemblies of Prishtinë/Priština and Pejë/Pec municipalities deriving from the 11 May 2008 Serbian elections, Serbia organised elections of new parallel authorities in these municipalities in mid August. Elections in Leposavic/Leposaviq, after the disbanding of its parallel municipal assembly are expected to take place in September.

During the summer, the process of payment collection, disconnection and reconnection to electricity continued Kosovo wide. After a prolonged energy crisis in Štrpce/Shtërpcë, negotiations brought about a solution whereby the Serbian power company, through KFOR, granted the Kosovo Energy Corporation (KEK) access to a substation, the control over which had been disputed. A collective agreement was signed with KEK which collected a lump sum payment in the municipality’s households, as previously done in other areas.

A mass grave was located by the Kosovo Police and EULEX in July, approximately 5 km northeast from the town of Gjilan/Gjillane. Skeletonised body parts of at least 11 individuals were exhumed among which the remains of four children were found.

The issue of the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly investigation into allegations of KLA organ trading continued to be covered by the media, notably during the visit of the Legal and Human Rights Rapporteur, Dick Marty, to Albania and Serbia. Dailies carried opinion pieces against the initiative, with Kosovo’s Minister of Justice, Nekibe Kelmendi, wrote that the issue was investigated by the Hague Tribunal and Tirana several times, and that it is therefore considered a closed case with no legal basis for re-opening it. 
NATO Secretary General, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, visited Kosovo in mid August, where he stated that he would like to see KFOR reduced to a very small reaction force, or even completely removed from Kosovo. 
In the first protest since June against EULEX customs, roadblocks took place in mid July in Zubin Potok and Zvecan. EULEX cars were blocked in protest of statements by EULEX Head of Mission, Yves de Kermabon, that the collection of custom fees at Gates 1 and 31 crossing points could be the next step after “political solutions are reached,” since Kosovo is a single customs zone under UN SC Resolution 1244. 

In July, two states, Jordan and the Dominican Republic, recognised Kosovo bringing the total number of states that have recognised Kosovo to 62 by the end of August, out of which 33 are CoE Member States.

2.  
Council of Europe action 

 On 7 July, the publication “If I was a Mayor” supported by the Council of Europe was promoted at a conference organised by the Association of the Kosovo Municipalities. It contains the three winning schoolchildren’s’ essays and some other selected essays on the topic. The publication will be disseminated to the Kosovo municipalities, so that current mayors can implement some of the ideas presented by the authors of these essays.

Within the framework of joint CoE/EC Programme Support to Prosecutors’ Network in South Eastern Europe, PROSECO Project, a Council of Europe expert provided expertise on the Draft Law on the Prevention of Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing in Kosovo. The opinion had been requested by EULEX and it aims at bringing the Kosovo legislation closer to international standards and best practices. The expertise was followed up by a visit of the expert to Kosovo for discussions with EULEX.

In the framework of the joint CoE-EU Project “Interculturalism and Bologna Process” held a Teacher Training for Multiculturalism 30 June-2 July. More than 35 teachers selected by the local co-ordinator received training offered by a group of the Council of Europe trainers from Spain, France and Iceland. The group of local teachers was composed of Albanian and 6 Serbian speaking colleagues. 
Under the IPA 2007, the activities of the Reconstruction Implementation Commission for Serbian Orthodox Religious Sites in Kosovo (RIC) were concentrated on the implementation of the 4 tendered projects:

· Church of St. Elias in Vushtrri/Vucitrn (repairs of the church and bell tower buildings and reconstruction of the baptistery’ building and the perimeter wall);

· Church of Assumption of the Holy Virgin in Gjakove/Djakovica (reconstruction of the church building);

· Church of the Holy Mother of God - Ljevishka in Prizren (reconstruction of the Parish house);

· Church of St. George in Prizren (final works in the interior of the church).

The Activity Report of the reconstruction works in 2008/spring 2009 was completed by the Technical Unit (TU) and will shortly be published in three languages (English, Albanian and Serbian). 
3.  Other action/co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations 
As is usual practice with regard to Joint Programmes with the EC, the CoE Office had a meeting with monitors of the implementation of the PROSECO project, briefing them on activities carried out in Kosovo, the level of the involvement of Kosovo counterparts and the shortcomings and obstacles for the implementation of the Project components related to Kosovo.
4.  
General Security Situation 

No security incident was registered on the RIC sites during the months of July and August. Celebration of Orthodox Assumption day was without incident. The security situation was not affected by ongoing disconnections from electricity due to outstanding bills. 

Ms Nanna MAGNADOTTIR 

Head of Office

Tel: +381 38 243 749 - Fax: +381 38 243 752
E-mail: nanna.magnadottir@coe.int    
Tirana
1. Political and legislative developments

General elections

Albania went to polls on 28 June, largely without any incidents. The vote-counting process, however, was lengthy, raising doubts about whether the counting met international standards. The turnout was 1,519,176 or 50.8%, the highest in the last four elections. 34 parties, mostly grouped into four electoral alliances ran for the elections, organised according to a system of proportional representation. 

In the aftermath of the elections, the international observers stated that the 2009 parliamentary elections "marked tangible progress" with regard to voter registration and identification, the legal framework, the voting, counting and the resolution of electoral disputes, while also mentioning that the extreme politicisation of the vote count and the lengthy tabulation of results undermined public confidence in the election process.

Corien Jonker, Head of the Delegation of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe stated that "these elections demonstrated that the Albanian people has the full potential for building a democratic society like that of other European countries. Now there is a huge responsibility of the authorities and main political stakeholders to work hard in order to establish confidence among the citizens for a democratic electoral process".

The final results of the general elections showed that the Alliance for Change coalition led by the right-of-centre Democratic Party of Prime Minister Sali Berisha won 70 seats in parliament; the rival left-of-centre Union for Change led by the Socialist Party of Tirana Mayor Edi Rama won 66 mandates; and the left-of-centre Socialist Movement for Integration  of former PS Prime Minister Ilir Meta, which gathered a number of small parties into its own electoral grouping, obtained the remaining four seats.

Governing Coalition talks

Several days after election results were announced, Ilir Meta announced that the Socialist Movement for Integration would accept Prime Minister Berisha's invitation to join the Democratic Party in coalition, enabling the latter to form a new government with 74 out of parliament's 140 seats. 

The coalition will not, however, have the three-fifths majority required to pass major constitutional reforms. According to the coalition agreement signed by the Democratic Party and the Socialist Movement for Integration (SMI), Ilir Meta will become deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, while the SMI will also control the Ministries of Health and Economy, and the post of deputy Parliament Speaker. Both leaders stressed that the goal of the coalition is to lead the country into EU membership. 

Reaction from the opposition

Opposition Socialist Party leader, Edi Rama, sent a letter to President Bamir Topi listing a number of alleged widespread vote-rigging and announcing its intention to boycott the September parliament session over these irregularities, citing the law on investigating elections as a precondition for his Party's return to the Parliament. 

The defeat of the Socialist Party prompted some criticism within the Party concerning the management of the election campaign and the leadership style of Mr Rama. 

The Statute of the Socialist Party says that the Party Leader must resign if he loses a parliamentary election. However, following an Extraordinary Congress of the Party on 29 August, Edi Rama looks set to retain the leadership of the Party at the end of September, when the party members are expected to vote. The Congress supported overwhelmingly a resolution proposed by Rama, which claims that the elections were stolen by the Government. 

Two important contenders and former Ministers withdrew from the leadership race, while the remaining contender, Maqo Lakrori is not expected to pose a major threat to the Socialist Party leader. There is, however, the risk of a split within the Socialist Party.
Judiciary

On 9 July 2009, the Constitutional Court ruled in favour of a request by the National Association of Judges to abrogate several articles of the law "On the Organisation of the Judicial Power”. The Court ruled as unconstitutional the provisions of the law which would allow the chancellor, who is under direct supervision of the Minister of Justice, to appoint technical and administrative personnel at courts, considering this as a violation of the independence of the judiciary.

The High Council of Justice, chaired by the President Topi approved the increase in the number of judges in the main courts of the country - district courts of Tirana and Durrës, as well as in the Tirana Court of Appeals. In parallel, the High Council of Justice approved the new criteria that young judges need to fulfil in order to be part of the justice system. 

On 7 August, four police officers and two civilians were killed in an exchange of fire between the police forces and a most wanted criminal, Dritan Dajti in Durres. Dajti has been running from justice since 2003, when he was sentenced by a court in Tirana to life imprisonment for a series of murders, kidnappings and other crimes. The shooting started as police tried to arrest Dajti, who remained injured and was captured. The incident provoked a nationwide outcry, prompting allegations of corruption and links of security forces with the criminal world. It is alleged that Dajti was notified at the last moment that the police were about to arrest him, precipitating the killings.

2.  Council of Europe action

 

6-10 July - 30 Participants of the Albanian School of Political Studies attended the 4th Summer University for Democracy of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg.
3.  Activities of the Information Office 

· Preparation of the database of IOCE partners (upon request of the Directorate of Communication)
· IOCE updated regularly the website, special websites on the campaigns and distributed the monthly e-newsletter to various institutions, NGOs, media etc.
Media work:

· Daily media monitoring

· 29 TV chronicles and references to CoE in Albanian media.
Translations:

· 15 news items for the web 

· Translation and distribution of the Call for participants for the Training Course on Democratic Youth Participation in Belgrade-Serbia, on 19-25 October 2009
Statistics:

	IOCE visitors: 50


	Photocopies: 2000

	Telephone calls: 189


	News translated for the website: 15

	Website hits: 261703


	Persons wishing to apply to the ECtHR: 2


N. B. The mandate of the Special Adviser of the Council of Europe in Tirana ended on 15 February 2008. Until the appointment of a new Special Adviser, the Secretariat (DG-DPA) is ensuring the interim.

N.N.
Special Adviser
Tel: +355 42 22 84 19 - Fax: +355 42 24 89 40

E-mail: 

Kyiv

1. 
Relevant developments

On 10 July, the Speaker of Parliament invited the President, the Prime Minister and the leaders of parliamentary factions to an ad hoc session “about the situation in the country”. The President rejected this proposal.

On 13 July, the President signed the “anti-corruption package”, the informal name of the three laws adopted by Parliament on 11 June 2009: (1) the law amending some laws on the Liability for Corruption Offences; (2) the law on the Principles for Prevention and Combating Corruption; (3) the law on Corporate Liability for Corruption Offences.
On 14 July, the President appointed Mr Yehanurov (the former Minister of Defence dismissed on 5 June 2009) First Deputy Head of the Presidential Administration. The President abolished some provisions of the Governmental Resolution on the establishment of the State Migration Service (24 June 2009) and referred the Resolution to the Constitutional Court.

On 16 July, the 4th Ordinary Session of the current parliament was closed and the Speaker of  Parliament declared that he would be a candidate for President at the forthcoming elections (to take place on 17 January 2010).

On 21 July, Oleksyi Pukach, indicted for the organisation of G. Gongadze’s murder, confessed to his involvement in the murder and a week later the media reported that the investigation had found remains believed to be G. Gongadze’s.
An extraordinary session of the Parliament took place on 24 July and it adopted “the law amending some provisions of the law on the presidential elections”. Earlier this month, the PACE rapporteurs for Ukraine had raised concern about the content of this law. On 18 August, the President vetoed this law.

On 27 and 29 July, the Cabinet of Ministers adopted a number of Resolutions on the establishment of a State Migration Service

On 19 August, Mr Olexander Halinsky was appointed Head of the State Department of Execution of Sentences by the Cabinet of Ministers and according to the Prime Minister the new Head “was to reform the functioning of the prison system”.

On 21 August, the Parliament held an extraordinary session and overrode the Presidential veto on “the law amending some provisions of the law on presidential elections”.

On 25 August, the President signed a decree on public discussion of the new version of the Constitution he had submitted to the Parliament.

On 26 August, the Cabinet of Ministers “in keeping with GRECO recommendations” provided for the establishment of “specific structures to fight corruption” within Ministries and other state institutions at central and regional level.

On 27 August, the President issued a decree suspending several provisions of the Resolutions of the Cabinet of Ministers dated 27 and 29 July, on  the creation of a State Migration Service and referred these resolutions to the Constitutional Court. 

2. 
Council of Europe activities
On 2 July, the Deputy Representative of the Secretary General (DRSG) opened the First International Conference on the subject “The Quality of Elections: Making democracy strong”, organised by the Agency for Legislative Initiatives (NGO) (ALI), the Venice Commission (CDL), the Central Electoral Commission (CEC), and the parliamentary Committee on State Building and Self-Government (SBSG) in Odessa. The participants discussed current problems relating to the preparation of the forthcoming elections. Three more international conferences on this subject will be organised in Donetsk, Lviv and Kyiv.

On 6 July, the DRSG attended the presentation of the annual report on the human rights situation in Ukraine organised by the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union.

On 17 July, the Office facilitated a meeting between the European Commission Delegation (ECD) and representatives of the Ministry of Justice, Interior, and the National Council of Security and Defence to discuss the Precursor Project to prepare for a Sector Policy Support in the Justice Sector.

On 23 July, the DRSG opened the Second International Conference on “The Quality of Elections: Making democracy strong”, organised by the ALI, the CDL, the CEC, and  parliamentary Committee on SBSG in Donetsk. 

The participants of both conferences showed a great interest in the subject and they proved to be useful.

On 29 July, the DRSG organised and facilitated a meeting between Mr Miroshnichenko (MP, Party of Regions), Kaskiv (MP, Our Ukraine-National Self-Defence), and Souslov (MP, BYuT) and representatives of the German and Swedish Embassies as well as the EC Delegation. The MPs presented their ideas about reviewing all sensible drafts, ideas, initiatives that had appeared in Ukraine since the 1991 and to elaborate a consolidated and comprehensive approach to the legal and institutional reforms, with the help of international agencies and foreign countries. A second meeting is to take place in the autumn.
During the period, the Representative of the SG had a series of meetings with MPs and NGO representatives.

Projects and Programmes implemented by the CoE

1. From 29 June to 3 July, the EC/CoE Joint Programme “Transparency and Efficiency of the Judicial System of Ukraine” (TEJSU) organised a study visit for trainers of the Ukrainian Academy of Judges to the French Ecole Nationale de la Magistrature  (ENM) in Paris and Bordeaux. 

From 25 to 27 August, TEJSU organised the introductory meeting of the working group for the development of a system to measure judges’ workload. The State Court Administration representatives introduced the results of their projects on the measuring of courts’ workload and the CoE experts presented their domestic experience in this field. Among other proposals, the Ukrainian participants suggested that the Project introduces new methods for the measuring of the workload in a number of courts in Ukraine (pilot courts). 

2. On 1 July, the EC/CoE Joint Project “Promotion of European Standards in Ukrainian Media Environment” held a meeting of its Steering Committee, where the Project team reported on the activities implemented during the reporting period (December 2008 to May 2009) and presented the work plan for the period from June to November 20009 to the stakeholders. 
On 2 July, the Project organised an Expert seminar with the view to present the legislative analysis of the draft laws “On Access to Public Information” and “On Access to Information” performed by experts to the legislators and the Ukrainian expert environment. The recommendations outlined in the legal analysis are expected to be taken into account during the preparation of the draft law for the second reading during the next Parliamentary session.

With the view to sharing the results of the analysis of the media situation specifically in each pilot city, as defined by the Project, the final presentation of the survey results was held on 3 July in Kherson and on 23 July in Donetsk. 
With the presentation in Donetsk, the first wave of monitoring the state of local media was completed. The second one will be held in the final stage of the Project to measure the progress of local media, thus indirectly measuring the efficiency of the Project’s public dialogue activities in the part of quality of local information. 

a. On 16 July, the last kick-off meeting with the Social Partnership Centres (SPCs) was held in Donetsk to identify the topic for public dialogue activities: this turned out to be the “Environmental situation in Donetsk city: pollution”. The SPC had selected journalists who will be invited to the next public dialogue event to plan joint future actions to resolve the community issue selected. 

b. During the period, the Project organised three regional two-day “Open Space Conferences” for groups of media, local government and civil society, the objectives being: to map out the scope of possible joint activities to resolve the community issue that is centrepiece to public dialogue and out of 35 participants to select the group of 18 representatives most relevant and committed to the cause (6-media; 6 – local government; 6 – civil society). The conferences were held in Kherson on 3 and 4 July, in Sumy on 16 and 17 July, and in Chernivtsi on 29 and 30 July.

c. The project carried a training cycle for the public dialogue groups comprising local government, media and civil society representatives to increase the stakeholders’ capacity for effective and regular cross-sectoral dialogue around community issues. The training sessions took place in Cherkassy on 25 and 26 July, in Chernivtsi on 8 and 9 August, in Kherson on 15 and 16 August, and in Donetsk on 27 and 28 August. 

On 28 and 29 August, the Project conducted an Expert meeting to discuss the draft law “On reforming state and communal print media”. The meeting was held in partnership with International Media Support (IMS) (Denmark) and the Media Law Institute (Ukraine). The event was held in Irpin, Kyiv region. The participants discussed the draft law with the support of the CoE experts (Netherlands and Sweden). The Ukrainian representatives emphasised the high timeliness and importance of the expert discussion and it was decided to prepare an open letter to the Government on the necessity of implementing the Law on reforming state and communal print media as soon as possible.

3. At the end of August, the EC/CoE Joint Project on “Combating ill-treatment and impunity in the South Caucasus, Moldova and Ukraine” disseminated among the main Ukrainian beneficiaries the preliminary country report drafted by the CoE expert under the JP for further discussion. The draft report assesses the situation with ill-treatment and provides recommendations for reforms.
4. In August, within the EC/CoE Joint Project “Support to Good Governance: Project against Corruption in Ukraine” (UPAC) an expert opinion on some draft provisions amending the Criminal Procedure Code was produced and transmitted to the Ministry of Justice.
3.
 Activities of the CoE Information Office
The IOCE launched the information Campaign against sexual exploitation of children. The IO produced 170 posters " Stop Child Abuse" to be displayed at billboards in Kyiv and in the regions jointly with the Ministry for Family, Youth and Sport.
The Office also prepared the publication of the postcard " Stop Child Abuse" in posters (A2 format, 2000 copies) and in bookmarks (500 copies) jointly with the Ministry of Interior and the International Women’s Rights Centre "La Strada - Ukraine";

The IO translated the article "Teachers at the front line of Ukraine’s fight for improved child protection" and arranged for its publication in the newspaper "Education of Ukraine”.

The IOCE worked with twenty students from the Kyiv Institute of Civil Aviation: a number of lectures were given, a documentary was screened, the students were provided with information materials 

The IOCE provided informational and promotional materials for the V Kyiv International Book Fair;

The IOCE Director gave a presentation at the Round Table “Cultural, Historical and Architectural Heritage of Podillya Region”; participated in a meeting on European Integration Programme for the period 2008-2011 at the State Committee on TV and Radio

The IOCE updated the Media Panorama of Ukraine (for the Communication Department) and proceeded with its annual dissemination by post of the CoE publications (70 sets of 2 books) at 80 addresses. IOCE prepared the six months reporting documentation for DGDPA.
The IOCE continued its work on the CoE participation in the Molodist Cinema Festival;
Statistics:

total number of visitors to the IOCE - 120 persons, including 35 persons wishing to apply to the ECtHR;  

- information on enquiries received by e-mail - 30 by telephone - 150;

- information on enquiries received by post - 50;

- CoE publications and  promo materials - 160;

- links sent to the CD - 12;
- 10 press releases and 1 issue of “The week in brief” translated into Ukrainian and posted on the CoE Office website;

- CoE Office website total hits: CoE Office website total hits:1 843/average hits per day: 109/average visitors per day: 61/ total visitors: 1 202 
Mr Åke PETERSON

Representative of the SG for the co-ordination of CoE co-operation programmes

E-mail: ake.peterson@coe.int
Ms Natalia VOUTOVA

Deputy Representative of the SG for the co-ordination of CoE co-operation programmes

Tel: +380 44 234 61 40- Fax: +380 44 234 62 10 

E-mail: natalia.voutova@coe.int 
� All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.
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