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1. Introduction

| am delighted to join you today and participatehis important Conference on National
Integrated Strategies to Eliminate Violence agattstdren. | want to thank the Austrian
Government and the Council of Europe for theirtavon and to congratulate you for the
excellent organization of this meeting which gasharch a remarkable group of experts.

The Vienna Conference provides an excellent oppaytto take stock of progress achieved
in the protection of children from violence, to slhgood practices and learn from promising
experiences. But, more importantly, it is a timediberate our commitment to accelerate
efforts towards the elimination of this child rightiolation. | am confident we will leave re-
energized and strongly determined to join handaadring forward a strong action-oriented
agenda.

When we reflect on the dramatic situation of thaageptably high numbers of child victims
of violence, we feel pressed by the urgency ofrtb@iise and inspired by the opportunity to
make a difference.

Violence impacts the enjoyment of all childrenghts. It has serious emotional and health
effects, it compromises children’s learning al@ktiand school performance, it inhibits
positive relationships, provokes low self-estegayrma and depression; and it often leads to
risk-taking, aggressive behaviour and at timeg;is#icted harm.

Children experience neglect and trauma when théyes$ domestic violence, and they
further endure ill treatment and abuse, includiexusl abuse, very often behind a curtain of
painful silence and social indifference. Violen@ewrs in all contexts, including where
children are expected to be best protected; asderpetrated by people children trust, in
schools, care institutions and also within the hofgea result, reporting remains rare.
Children fear abandonment and reprisals; they witiey will not be believed or will be
blamed and bullied. Children lack information abatiiere to go to seek protection and
assistance, and in most countries there are nasdfehild sensitive institutions to provide
counselling and to follow on violence reporting.

Time for action is now With the understanding and experience we haveeglaover the
years, supported by a strong political will and Wide movement of social mobilisation we
can all generate, decisive progress is within relfdre importantly, preventing and
eliminating violence against children is an ethaadl legal imperative. We cannot afford to
ignore it or postpone it any longer.



2. The mandate of SRSG on Violence against Children

In my role as Special Representative of the Segr&aneral on Violence against Children, |
am strongly committed to the protection of childfeam violence, everywhere and at all
times. As you know, my mandate is framed by the&idldy on Violence against Children
and its strategic recommendations and it is emlzbddthe sound human rights normative
framework we all share.

The SRSG is a global independent advocate. Progigbind practices and cross fertilisation
of experiences between sectors and regions to premel combat this child rights violation,
the SRSG acts as a bridge builder and a catalysttmins by a wide range of partners, at the
international, regional and national levels.

The SRSG is also a spokesperson on behalf of ehilslunheard voices. As | have witnessed
in my missions across regions and in my discussiotisyoung people, children suffer
dramatic levels of violence, and their universmerked by lonely suffering and fear.
Children suffer violence at all ages; they endutanidation, humiliation, bullying and
physical aggression by teachers, care givers, yam@mbers and also peers; they suffer
sexual violence and abuse; in some countries treelaafully disciplined with canning and
flogging, and can be sentenced to death or lifeisopment; children risk torture and abuse
in institutions, are coerced by violence to workl &ept in exploitation and servitude;
thousands are subject to deprivation of liberty,asthe measure of last resort but as a
privileged response, often dictated by uninformecia pressure.

This is a pattern we urgently need to reverseGuided by this sense of urgency and the need
to accelerate progress in key strategic areasyiwaonk, | am particularly committed to
pursue three priority areas:

* The development in each country afaional comprehensive strategyo prevent
and respond to all forms of violence

* The introduction of aexplicit legal ban on all violenceand

» Theconsolidation of a sound system of data and resedrto inform progress in
this area.

These three dimensions are critical to achievgness in violence prevention and response.
| am therefore very pleased that they also setdéext for our important discussions, here
in Vienna. With the strong commitment and expernyise all bring, these are areas where
progress is within reach and where the CouncilwbRge can continue to play an
instrumental role.



3. The role of the Council of Europe

The Council of Europe’s work on the realisatiorcbildren’s rights is well known and
constitutes a strong reference for Europe anddadnprs across regions.

The standards adopted by the Council from the European Convention on Human Rights
and the Social Charter to the more recent convestim action against trafficking, on cyber
crime and on children’s protection from sexual exption and abuseprovide a sound
foundation for work in this area. Their implemerdat together with the enforcement of
universal human rights instruments, in particuter Convention on the Rights of the Child
and its two Optional Protocols, sets the framewviorkhe protection of children from all
forms of violence.

With theProgramme Building a Europe for and with Children and the adoption of the
Stockholm Strategy for 2009-2011the Council has placed high on its agenda theegtion
of children from all forms of violence.

With its Pan European membership, the Council meres a unique laboratory of
experiences and a strategic forum to share infooma¢xpertise and lessons from national
experiences and initiatives on violence againdticén.

* The launch, almost a year agotleé Children’s Rights Platform marks a critical
achievement in this process. As you know, the ®Matfis composed of national focal
points, with expertise and leading responsibilibaghe rights of the child and
children’s protection from violence. It has a urequotential to inform national action
and support international cooperation activitiedielp gain a deeper understanding
of the challenges that prevail and mobilise acteavercome them and accelerate
progress. With the active contribution of natiofeal points, the Council can
consolidate its potential to act as a clearing barsd support and provide technical
advice to States in their efforts. This is why lulblike to encourage all countries to
appoint a representative to the Platform.

» Last November, the Committee of Ministers of thai@ol of Europe adoptedolicy
Guidelines on Integrated National Strategies for tk Protection of Children from
Violence As you know, the UN Study called on governmeatsrgently develop a
national strategy to prevent and address all fmfnvgolence against children.

The Council’s Guidelines provide a sound frameworkelp countries, in Europe and
beyond, to achieve this important goal. The Guigediare anchored in a sound human rights
foundation; they recognise State’s accountabititghlight the family’s central role and
acknowledge civil society’s as well as childrené&cidive contribution to the promotion of a
strong child protection system where violence laplace. The Guidelines are generating
strong interest amongst States in all regionsh@®vent recently organised at the time of the
Human Rights Council has confirmed.



Dear Friends,

| would like to address in greater detail the thtemmes of the Vienna Conference — the
promotion of a national integrated strategy, tlgalg@rohibition of violence and the
consolidation of national data and research orewicé against children. | look forward to
learning about the many important national expegsrthat are being promoted in this area.
And | am confident that we will feel re-energizedour determination to move faster in this
endeavour.

4. Firstly, it is urgent for every country to developa national integrated strategy to
prevent and address violence against children

A national strategy is not simply a document; & isavigation chart to inform a process of
social and behaviour change. It helps to shapsiarvfor the nation and to mobilize action
and resources behind a well publicized plan obactio be effective, the strategy needs to

be mainstreamed in national policy and in the dgwalent agenda, rather than perceived as a
footnote for the government and the nation. It aleeds to be effectively coordinated by a
high level focal point with leading responsibilgien children’s issues, with authority to
articulate activities across departments and tagagelevant stakeholders, and the ability to
promote a transparent process to measure changmpaci.

Experience shows and data confirms that violenagnagchildren can only be addressed
through the systematic and effective engagemeall oélevant ministries and levels of
public administration - from health and educatitmnsocial affairs, from justice and home
affairs, to planning, economy and finance.

In many countries, in Europe and beyond, signifiedforts are being deployed to move in
this direction. In some cases, the developmerte@hational strategy on violence has been
promoted through a widely participatory processyinch governmental departments, civil
society organizations, academics and young pe@e taken part. In a number of other
cases, States have set in place national plartiohand high level coordinating bodies to
oversee implementation of the Convention on théRigf the Child, within which violence
against children is one core component.

These significant developments are welcome, buthmeimains to be done. In too many
countries, violence has a low priority, being addesl in a reactive, fragmented and
dispersed manner. As a result, it lacks visibilityhe public debate, in the policy agenda and
in relevant budgetary decisions. To move this mederward, strong political will is vital

and wide mobilisation of social support is an asset



Let us therefore use the Vienna Conference to capgegsons from the rich experience you
all bring, to identify ways of promoting the furthdissemination and implementation of the
Guidelines in law, policy and practice, and to suppountries in the development of this
important policy and planning tool for the protectiof children from all forms of violence.

5. Secondly, it is critical to introduce in every coutry an explicit legal ban on all
forms of violence against children

Legislation is a key component of a comprehensatenal strategy. It is an expression of a
country’s political commitment to work towards theevention of violence and the protection
of children’s dignity and physical integrity. It @urages positive discipline and the
education of children through non-violent meansl iapromotes conflict resolution without
resorting to violence. Legislation is critical tmpect witnesses and victims, to enable
reporting and redress, and to legitimize assistamocevery and reintegration of child
victims.

Law reform has renewed value when used in suppgulaic information, social

mobilisation and behaviour change. When harmfuttras persist behind deeply entrenched
traditions, legal reform can open avenues for nmhg key actors and institutions and
engaging communities in the abandonment of thosetipes.

Law reform for children’s protection from violentebuilding momentum. Around the globe,
26 countries have introduced a clear ban on ath$oof violence; in many others, law reform
is being pursued to achieve full prohibition, whiteseveral countries new legislation is
under review to introduce a ban on violence in Bjpesettings. In some cases, a monitoring
system has also been developed, to support implatiean

This is an area in which the Council of Europe Ibeesn actively engaged. Currently, 21
European countries have strong legislation to fmohil forms of violence against children,
and many others are working towards the same artuyding in the context of Constitutional
reform. The experience gained in this processexpertise that has been consolidated over
time and the surveys conducted in some countriasgess impact and behaviour change,
illustrate well the richness and potential for afpan

Europe can become the first region with a clear bann all forms of violence against
children; and, withthe Council of Europe’s support, accelerated pregyoan be achieved in
other regions.

Let us recall, however, that the gap between thal lerohibition of violence and the
prevailing practice remains wide and challengingh®viour change does not happen by
magic and does not occur as an automatic conseguétice enactment of a law, no matter
how perfect the law may be.



This is why it remains critical to raise awarenasd enhance understanding, amongst the
public at large and children in particular, as toatvthe law says and aims to achieve, and
how it can be used.

Moreover, legislation needs to permeate the woikgsiftutions and shape the training and
ethical standards of professionals. And it neeggdmote and legitimize the work of easily
accessible, child sensitive, confidential and iredefent counselling and reporting
mechanisms. This is an area where further progsessgjuired. Indeed, in many countries
accessible and child friendly reporting mechanisamsain unavailable, and professionals
working with children tend to feel reluctant to aglls, report or refer these cases to relevant
bodies and institutions.

Recognizing this loophole in children’s protectitime Human Rights Council requested, in
its most recent session, a report on existing delsitive counselling, complaint and
reportingmechanisms to which children can safely reportieuts of violence, including
sexual violence and exploitation.

| will be closely involved in the development o&theport and am strongly committed to
seizing this golden opportunity.

The report will focus on governmental and civil isbg initiatives, and will give a special
attention to the role of national independent humgints institutions.

Independent institutions are uniquely placed t@ helachieve change. They link policy
advocacy with research, the promotion of policy Egal reform, and at times the
consideration of individual complaints. In the acdaiolence against children, Ombuds
national studies on the incidence of violence afdotn have been critical to break the
silence around this phenomenon. They have beemimsntal in placing this crucial topic in
the public debate, giving visibility to the situati of marginalised children, systematically
exposed to discrimination, violence and abuse; ptorg gender and child sensitive
approaches; capturing children’s experiences adénstanding child trauma, and giving
advice and assistance to those in need.

Independent institutions act as spokespersonsilofeh’s voices and concerns. As a result
of their role, in a number of countries significa@irliamentary debates have been promoted,
information campaigns have been developed and egisidtion has been introduced to ban
all forms of violence against children. Moreoves they are accessed directly by children
and by those witnessing violence against childnatipnal independent institutions offer an
important remedy, when violence takes place. | lmoward to collaborating closely with

you in this important process.



6. Thirdly, research and consolidated data systems ariolence against children are
indispensable

Violence remains a harsh reality for millions ofldren around the world. In spite of its
serious and long lasting consequences on childrelence remains pervasive and largely
hidden.

Information on this phenomenon is scarce and faitepresent the magnitude of this
phenomenon across social groups and nations. Ytepwt good data, national planning is
compromised, effective policy-making and resouraditization are hampered, and targeted
interventions are limited in their ability to prexeand combat violence against children.

This is an area where urgent action is also requikéhough there is significant data on
children in a number of sectors, they are not irstesgl around a holistic view of the child and
several gaps remain in key child protection arédenitoring tools and indicators need to be
expanded to include all children — boys and giflalbages and in all settings; they need to
address those children who have remained invisibteunaccounted for, and who are also
those at greater risk. Very especially, these tffoeed to incorporate children’s views and
perspectives, and be informed by their experiefhbes is indispensable in gaining a better
understanding of the hidden face of violence anidabt causes; learning about the different
ways in which boys and girls perceive violence auiffler its impact; and overall, becoming
more effective in our action.

Across regions, children express concern at theagpable levels of violence affecting their
lives. They convey fear, believing they are worskland abandoned to their suffering. They
feel pressed to run away from home and school rerioatitutions to escape violence and
indifference. And yet, they remain actively engagethising awareness and informing
peers, supporting victims and sensitizing aduhg, discussing solutions and influencing
change. Children are agents of change and alssp@dsable partners in this process.

Dear Friends

Violence in all its forms affects the life of millons of children around the world But, as
we have learned from the many successful initiatpr@moted across regioritsis not
inevitable; violence can be prevented and effectively addressed

Building upon the Council of Europe conventions &ag international standards, in
particular the Convention on the Rights of the €laihd its Optional Protocols, we have a
strong normative foundation to legitimize and guide actions.



These international standards are complementaryrautdally supportive. They stand as a
tangible indicator of genuine national commitmentdspect the human dignity of the child

at all times; to address risk factors that compsanchildren’s development and citizenship;
to invest in the social inclusion of the most vuhige; and to promote actions that build upon
the child’s best interests and experiences.

In this regard, the Vienna Conference takes plaeevary auspicious moment for children’s
rights. Very soon we will welcome the entry intode of the Lanzarote Convention on child
protection from sexual exploitation and abuse. TR&r we are also commemorating the
twentieth anniversary of the entry into force af thonvention on the Rights of the Child,
and the tenth anniversary of the adoption of it@al Protocols, which are also supported
by the ILO Convention on the Worst Forms of Chilebbur.

The universal ratification and the effective impkamation of these treaties are crucial to
accelerate progress in our effosr this reason, on 25 May, in a high level evaritly, |

will be launching, with key UN partnera,two year global campaign for the ratification

and effective implementationof the Protocols to the Convention on the RightghefChild.

In the framework of my mandate, | will place a sSpeemphasis on the protection of children
from sale, child prostitution and child pornography

With universal ratification, the protection of afién from sale and sexual exploitation will
be not simply a moral concern but a normative irafpee. Concerted efforts will help
address root causes and invest in the proteceooyery and reintegration of child victims.
Impunity will be fought within and across borders.

| invite you all to join this important process.day can mark the start of a new age, an era
where violence against children has truly no pldagether we can make it happen. This is
an opportunity we cannot afford to miss!



