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The meeting of the Bureau of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents of the 
EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement was held in Paris, at the Council of Europe Office, on 
10 March 2006 (the participants are listed in Appendix 1). 
 
  Summary of discussions and decisions: 
 
1.  Mrs Chafil (Morocco), in the Chair, welcomed the new Bureau member, Mrs Gaspar 

(Portugal), and welcomed the attendance of Mrs Battaini-Dragoni, Director General of 
DGIV, and Professor Vigneaux, in his capacity of chair of the Programme Sub-
Committee, at this important meeting where the future of the Agreement would be 
discussed. 

 
2.  The Bureau adopted the agenda (document AP/CAT (2006) OJ 3). 
 
3.  The Secretariat reported on the conclusions of the meeting of the Directors of Centres 

on 2 and 3 February 2006 where the activities planned for 2006 and future 
contributions to implementation of the next Medium Term Plan 2007-2011 had been 
discussed.  The Bureau took note of the information provided and expressed the wish 
that the Secretariat present more information to the Committee of Permanent 
Correspondents on the work of the Centres in order to make more of their activities.  

 . 
3.1  The participants agreed that it was important to concentrate on transnational 

projects around a specific theme.  The Secretariat said that it was this synergy 
that had been aimed for at the Directors' meeting by encouraging the setting up 
of "work circles" bringing together various centres around common topics.  In 
this connection, the participants stressed the value of the Centres as national 
focal points for developing work on future risk-related topics, as proposed by 
the Secretariat for future work on early warnings. 

 
3.2 The institutional relationship between Centres and Permanent Correspondents 

was discussed at length and it was concluded that the Permanent 
Correspondents should be provided with more information on the Centres' 
activities to permit adequate prior consultation between the two bodies.  Given 
the disparity of situations in the different member countries in this respect, the 
concrete forms of their relationship would be discussed in greater detail at the 
Permanent Correspondents' next meeting, on 6 and 7 April 2006.  

 
3.3  The proposal to include the local Permanent Correspondent as a member of the 

new board of administration of each Centre would be discussed at that meeting.  
The participants further proposed that further thematic sessions be organised 
within the Permanent Correspondents' plenary meetings to consolidate the 
increased communication between the Agreement's bodies.  Along similar 
lines, they thought it important and desirable that centre representatives 
participate in the Ministerial Session, in a form remaining to be determined. 

 
4.  The proposal for the Agreement's written contribution for the Third Conference on 

Early Warning was briefly discussed and a deadline of one week was set to send 
comments to the Secretariat.  The Secretariat said that the non-scientific part of the 
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conference had been only recently agreed upon and no oral presentation would be 
possible: there was provision for only brief discussion at the end of the sessions.  It 
was nevertheless agreed that the Chair, who would represent the Agreement at the 
Conference, would make a brief statement outlining the Agreement's future activity 
where early warning was concerned.  The Secretariat would contact the organisers to 
establish what form the statement would take. 

 
5.  The Bureau debated the draft Medium Term Plan 2007-2011 and the running of the 

forthcoming Ministerial Session which would have to ratify it. 
 
5.1  The Chair confirmed that her government had agreed to host the Ministerial 

Session in Marrakech on 30 and 31 October 2006, with day one devoted to a 
preparatory meeting of the Permanent Correspondents, and the actual 
Ministerial Session taking place on day two.  Concerning the provisional 
programme prepared by the Secretariat, there should be more time spent on 
debate and less time on presentations.  The Secretariat would revise the second 
day's programme in the light of these new guidelines and send the revised 
version to the Bureau members for approval prior to its presentation at the 
plenary meeting. 

 
5.2 Following in-depth discussion of the content of the draft Medium Term Plan, 

the Secretariat was instructed to make some changes to its form before sending 
it to all the Permanent Correspondents, while changes to its substance would be 
discussed at the next plenary meeting.  The participants emphasised the 
importance of the preamble in illustrating a new phase in the life of the 
Agreement (taking into account its previous work, the Hyogo Framework for 
Action and the priorities for the Council of Europe set at the Warsaw Summit).  
The definitive version of the Plan, and the three related recommendations (still 
in preparation), should be adopted at the plenary meeting of the Permanent 
Correspondents on 26 and 27 June 2006. 

 
5.3  To make the Ministerial Session more attractive, they agreed to give it a title 

with broad appeal (to be specified before the plenary meeting) and prepare a 
document aimed at the general public outlining the Agreement's main past 
activities as well as the thrust of future initiatives pursued in connection with 
the Medium Term Plan 2007-2011.  It would also be made clear where these 
activities stood in relation to those of the other international organisations, such 
as the ISDR and the European Union. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  
 
 
MOROCCO (Chair of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement) 
Madame Rajae CHAFIL, Directeur de la Surveillance et de la Gestion des Risques,  Secrétariat d’Etat 
chargé de l’Evironnement, Ministère de l’Aménagement du Territoire, de l’Eau et de l’Environnement 
36, avenue Abtal, Agdal, RABAT 
Tél. +212.37.77.26.58 /34/35  Fax. +212.37.77.26.58/08.75 / 77.27.56  
e-mail :  chafil1@caramail.com; r.chafil@pop-maroc.org 
 
ROMANIA (Vice-Chair of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement) 
Mr. Iuliu BARA, Personal Adviser, Cabinet du Ministre Délégué pour les Transports Publics et 
l’Aménagement du Térritoire, Ministère du Transport, Construction et Tourisme, Dinicu Golescu 
Bd. N° 38, BUCHAREST  
Tel. +40.724.956.934 Fax. +40.21.212.69.45 e-mail: baragy@mt.ro 
 
PORTUGAL  (Vice-Chair of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement) 
Madame Patricia GASPAR,  Service National des Feux et de la Protection Civile, SNBPC, Bureau des 
Relations Publiques et Internationales, Av. Do Forte em Carnaxide, 2799-512 CARNAXIDE     
Tel:+351.21.4247217   Fax. +351.21.4247180 Email: pgaspar@snbpc.pt 
 
SPAIN  (Previous Chair of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement) 
Madame Celia ABENZA ROJO, Directrice Générale de la Protection Civile, Direccion General de 
Proteccion Civile, c/ Quintiliano 21,  28O02 MADRID,   
Tel 34 9 l 537 33  00 / 01  Standard  537 31 00  Fax. 34.91.562.89.24 
E-mail :  secdg@procivil.mir.es; sacop@procivil.mir.es 
 
PROGRAMME SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE EUR-OPA MAJOR HAZARD S 
AGREEMENT  
Monsieur Michel VIGNEAUX , Président de la Sous-Commission Programme, Résidence Saint 
Genes, 1, rue Borda, F – 33000 BORDEAUX 
Tel +33.5.56.75.10.10   Fax. +33.5.56.75.24.25  e-mail : vigneaux.fer@wanadoo.fr 
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
DIRECTORATE GENERAL IV – EDUCATION, CULTURE AND HER ITAGE, YOUTH AND 
SPORT  
 
Mrs Gabriella BATTAINI-DRAGONI, Director General 
 
 
Mr. Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Executive Secretary,  EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement  
Tel. +33.3.88.41.22.59 Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 e-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@ coe.int 
 
Mr. Francesc PLA, Secretary to the Committee of Permanent Correspondents, EUR-OPA Major 
Hazards Agreement 
Tel. +33.3.90.21.49.30 Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 e-mail : francesc.pla@coe.int 


